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Accepted: The existential system is considered to be one of the important theories
1404-02-22 in literary discourse analysis. In this discursive system, the subject is
always in a process of becoming, and the main axis of meaning
production is defined according to the principle “I have existence,
therefore I am.” The subject organizes its existential and presentational
status through a process moving from negation to affirmation and from
anxiety to choice. The subject is constantly concerned with existence
and being. Accordingly, the linear system turns into a turbulent system
in order to create a flow of anxiety, doubt, negation, affirmation, and
presence for the subject. In this system, the subject rebels against the
Keywords: existing order to achieve transcendence within the framework of an
Transcendence, Anxiety, aesthetics of presence. In fact, we encounter a subject that undergoes a
Ejissetienn,cl;ather Sergius, transcendental journey, through which it becomes synchronized with

the rhythm and spirit of being. The present study, adopting a
descriptive—analytical approach, examines the existential discourse
system in Tolstoy’s Father Sergius and analyzes its existential
processes from the perspective of semiotics and meaning. The main
research question concerns the discursive functions of the existential
system in the corpus. It also investigates how the subject, through
transitions among different Dasein, creates an aesthetic presence for
itself. Findings show that the issue of existence, attains a phenomenal
presence in an existential challenge. This challenge reveals a tense and
rebellious subject who experiences various states of presence in his
Daseinic journey.
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1. Introduction

The existential system explains the axis of meaning creation through Sartre’s proposition “I have
existence, therefore I am.” Accordingly, existential presence determines the subject’s mode of
being (being-in-the-world). This mode of being is the result of the phenomenal presence of the
body. The perceiving body, influenced by the living sensory—perceptual flow and embodiment,
becomes involved in a meaning-generating event called the event of presence. This event
continuously produces new occurrences for the subject and leads to its Daseinic trajectory across
various states of presence. Ultimately, through a transcendental trajectory, the subject links its
presence to the origin or essence of being.

The main problem of the present study is to explain the subject’s being-in-the-world and how the
subject encounters the event of presence and forms phenomenal presence. In fact, the existential
subject, in the process of the phenomenal awakening of the body, moves through a presence from
negation to affirmation. This presence constitutes an existential challenge that aims to unify the
subject, through phenomenal presence, with the essence of existence and being.

Accordingly, the present study attempts to examine and analyze the semantic and existential
processes of Tolstoy’s Father Sergius from the perspective of the existential discourse system. In
this narrative, the subject is in constant confrontation with existence and being, experiencing
different states of presence. In its attempt to attain a different presence, it continuously moves from
one Dasein to another until it finally achieves an aesthetic experience of presence. This experience
is nothing but the phenomenological and ontological presence of the existential subject.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

The main research question is how the existential discourse system is constructed in the narrative

of Father Sergius. Furthermore, this study examines the discursive processes through which the

transition from one Dasein to another is made possible. Other questions are as follows:

e What are the agentive and existential factors in the formation of this system, and what
meaning-making mechanisms does it possess?

e How can the semantic and existential processes of the narrative be explained?

The aim of the present study is to examine the semantic and existential processes of the corpus and

the conditions of the subject’s phenomenal presence, as well as to explain the transcendental status

of its presence in a Daseinic trajectory from one state of presence to another within the Existential

discursive system. The mechanisms of meaning formation and the modes of the subject’s presence

in relation to the world of being are also explained. In this existential discourse analysis, the

subject’s entry into semantic traps and its exit from them, as well as the continuous process of

transition among them, are evaluated and mapped.

3. Findings and Conclusion

Findings show that in this story the discursive agent undergoes various existential experiences in
his Daseinic process. Each of these experiences provides possibilities of existential openness to
being-in-the-world. These possibilities liberate the existential agent from the they-self and, by
passing through the negative stage, lead him to an affirmative condition, which is the
transcendental process of presence.

Different experiences of presence place the existential agent in various states of presence (a special
adjutant, a heartbroken lover, a monk, and a wanderer). Initially, he is a successful and perfectionist
adjutant, and in order to achieve this, he becomes a sincere lover. However, in this state, he
experiences existential anxiety and, by negating this Dasein, becomes a monk. Yet, in this new
position, he also fails to achieve being-in-the-world, and by negating monasticism in a semantic
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leap, he returns to society as a wanderer, so that through sincere service to people he may reach
unity with God, which is transcendence.

This contradiction in the subject’s desires and diverse modes of presence reflects the spirit of an
existential subject trapped in semantic pits. The narrative movement of the story also follows a
deviational trajectory, emerging through a transition from a programmatic system to a system of
chance. This deviational trajectory (marriage and achieving the position of adjutant) should have
provided the conditions for the subject’s transition from a negative to an affirmative state.
However, because the subject does not create the conditions for being an existential agent, the
affirmative conditions (monasticism) become negative conditions for him.

Throughout the narrative, the existential agent is constantly negating Dasein and exiting semantic
pits. This exit takes various semantic forms: sometimes through distancing from people,
sometimes through anger and pride, the dominance of lust and doubt, and at other times through
abandoning monasticism and becoming a wanderer. These processes ultimately lead to his exit
from semantic pits and the establishment of an affirmative state of presence.

Existential presence is both negation and negation of negation: the subject first negates the
existing state to reach priesthood, and then negates that negation to move beyond that Dasein as
well. The negation of a Dasein and departure from it does not imply complete forgetting of its
memories. The subject always carries a part of the awareness of presence—composed of bodily
and sensory—perceptual memory of previous Daseinic states—until, in the final stage of his
journey, he returns to Dasein and succeeds in fully leaving previous states of presence and
abandoning pride and anger.

Ultimately, the manifestation of God in the subject and liberation from all attachments grant him
a permanent transcendence, transforming him into a transcendental personality and a believer in
truth, which constitutes the aesthetic dimension of presence.

The Existential Discourse System in Tolstoy’s Father Sergius
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