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Abstract

Each literary movement offers a distinct perspective on the world and on humanity. One
way of understanding fiction is to comprehend and determine the position of the human
being within it. The term postmodernism emerged alongside the increasing complexity
and bewilderment of life; correspondingly, the novel also assumed more complex forms
and structures, giving rise to works marked by ambiguity, disorientation, and
uncertainty. This study seeks, through a descriptive—analytical method, to examine and
analyze the characteristics of the human being in the postmodernist novel A Fraction of
the Whole by the Australian author Steve Toltz in order to answer the following
questions: What are the most important characteristics of the modern (postmodern)
human being in A Fraction of the Whole? Which factors contribute to the reinforcement
and stabilization of these characteristics in the postmodernist novel A Fraction of the
Whole? Findings suggest that the human being portrayed in A Fraction of the Whole is
one who suffers from an identity crisis, whose life is governed by fate, who is isolated
and socially withdrawn, pessimistic, disturbed, and anxious. This condition reflects the
paranoid anxieties of contemporary human beings, who are suspicious of the stability
and durability of human relationships, social security, and any form of confinement to a
fixed place or a stable identity.

Keywords: Postmodern human being; A Fraction of the Whole; Postmodern fictional
character; Steve Toltz.

Introduction

Providing a single, unified definition of postmodernism is difficult. Critics such as
Lawrence Cahoone in From Modernism to Postmodernism (2006: 14), Glenn Ward
(2004: 14), Jean-Frangois Lyotard (2005: 20), and Michel Foucault (Nozari, 2001: 208)
have all acknowledged the difficulty of defining postmodernism. However, according to
an encyclopedic definition, “the postmodern refers to a complex set of reactions to
modern philosophy and its presuppositions. Postmodern philosophy is fundamentally
opposed to foundationalism, essentialism, and realism” (Nozari, 2009: 29).

Unlike modernists, who believe that reality is the human experience of
subjectivity—what occurs in the mind—postmodernists argue that the deeper layers of
the human psyche cannot be defined. The reason for the indefinability of the
unconscious world is that “the unconscious itself is formed through the element of
language and possesses a multiple identity” (Nojumian, 2005: 10).

The scope of postmodernism extends across various disciplines and fields such
as art, architecture, film, literature, sociology, communication, fashion, and technology
(Kliges, 2001: 373). However, one of the most important arenas of postmodern
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experience is literature: “Postmodernism was not invented by literary critics, but
literature can certainly be regarded as one of the most important laboratories of the
postmodern” (Connor, 2015: 99). The most extensive experiments in postmodernism
can be found in narrative literature, perhaps because the pioneers of postmodernism
were largely active in the field of fiction writing.
In this study, the psychological traits and characteristics of the postmodern human being
in A Fraction of the Whole will be analyzed and examined. This postmodernist novel is
among the most widely read novels. Since the identities of Marty and Jasper—the two
central and principal characters of the novel—are closely intertwined, as they share
common behavioral traits, this study focuses on these two characters to uncover the
characteristics of the human being depicted in the novel. Regarding the necessity of this
research, attention to the components of postmodernist narratives helps readers better
understand these works and gain deeper insight into the cultural and social contexts in
which they were produced.
Research Questions and Methodology
This research is based on library studies and is conducted using a descriptive—analytical
approach. This study seeks to answer the following questions:
e What are the most important characteristics of the modern human being in the
postmodernist novel A Fraction of the Whole?
e What factors influence the reinforcement and stabilization of these characteristics in
the characters of this novel?
Findings and Conclusion
The novel A Fraction of the Whole revolves more around its characters than around plot
and addresses various themes such as life, death, love, family, loneliness, immortality,
ugliness, corruption, and meaning—concerns that are central to the real lives of many
human beings. To examine the characteristics of the human being in A Fraction of the
Whole, the lives of Marty and his son Jasper, the two central characters of the novel
whose complex and winding relationship drives the narrative forward, were studied.
Given the postmodern narrative’s focus on the inner states of characters and the
privileging of these states over their actions, the novel emphasizes the inner lives of its
characters in order to reveal human characteristics. Loss of identity, the dominance of
fate, loneliness and isolation, doubt and pessimism, and existential fear and anxiety are
among the defining features of the postmodern human being in A Fraction of the Whole.
In postmodern narratives such as A Fraction of the Whole, identity loss is a product of
the postmodern world, and characters lack a unified and stable identity. Identity in this
novel enters a state of crisis due to individualism and a rupture from collective
institutions. Marty, as portrayed in the novel, is an anti-hero who is fully aware of his
own limitations and, without demonstrating agency, considers himself a plaything of
unforeseen events and fate. This aligns with the orientation of the postmodern human
being, whose world is saturated with doubt, uncertainty, and indeterminacy.
The human being in A Fraction of the Whole is disillusioned, wounded, and isolated.
The influence of the unconscious mind, childhood experiences, the dominance of guilt,
and the resulting depression are factors that reinforce these traits in the characters.
Doubt permeates all aspects of life, accompanied by a pessimistic worldview and the
prevalence of fear and anxiety in the main characters of the novel—depicting the true
face of the human being doomed to live in the postmodern era.
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Since the crisis of identity and the subsequent attempt to reclaim “identity”
constitute one of the main foundations of A Fraction of the Whole, it is recommended
that this personal and psychological dimension of the novel be examined and analyzed
independently by interested researchers.
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