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Abstract
Space and place are considered fundamental concerns in modern literature, and their
frequent reflection in literary works indicates the writer’s need for external space and
the outside world. In this regard, Gaston Bachelard in The Poetics of Space examines
the phenomenological characteristics of the “home” as the first and most important
space of lived human experience. Drawing on Bachelard’s theories, this article aims to
provide a phenomenological analysis of the space of the home in the novel The
Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra by Reza Ghassemi. To this purpose, it
examines the relationship between different parts of the home and demonstrates their
imaginative—emotional function in the novel. Ultimately, this study seeks to answer how
the home and its components work toward expression of emotions, feelings, and
imaginations in this novel. Findings suggest that the home functions as a “third space”
or a threshold in which the migrant subject experiences a dual life and a fractured
identity. In addition, the home plays a central role in various human-related concepts
such as culture, identity, emotion, and feelings. In fact, it can be said that in the novel
under study, the interaction between human beings and the home leads to the
manifestation of needs, spiritual and intellectual attachments, identity formation, and
similar phenomena.
Keywords: Home, Phenomenology, Literature and Psychology, Gaston Bachelard, The
Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra.
Introduction
Space and place, as elements that have always played a significant role in giving
meaning to human life, are among the fundamental concerns of modern literature. It is
the active interaction of human psyche and thought with space—or more precisely, with
the home—that makes living possible. The frequent reflection of space and home in
literary works demonstrates the writer’s need for external space and the outside world.
In fact, descriptions of the living space by authors can be observed in their works,
directly or indirectly, because individuals experience unique feelings and perceptions
when encountering places. Therefore, it can be said that the multiplicity of place
identities corresponds to the number of individuals, since identity is the outcome of
experience shaped by an individual’s mentality and intention (Relph, 1389: 21).
Another important aspect of the home and place is their unique function in
dream-making and in shaping human memories. This singular and intertwined
relationship goes so far that memories owe their existence and durability to the places in
which individuals have lived and gained specific experiences. The outward form of the
home — and its components — not only envelops the human body but also provides a
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ground for the emergence of memories—a ground in which memories find the
opportunity to reveal themselves (Dibaj, 1382: 53). In fact, the relationship between
human experiences and memories through interaction with place is analytically
significant. According to Edward Casey, the human body and landscapes define the
boundaries of place; he considers the body as the inner domain and the landscape as the
external realm of experience. The interaction between human beings and place, within a
phenomenological framework, has attracted the attention of scholars and researchers in
recent years. Among them, Christian Norberg-Schulz studied place as a phenomenon;
his approach to architectural phenomenology was shaped by Heidegger’s
phenomenological ideas. According to Schulz, phenomenology, through meaning-
oriented interpretations, seeks to restore and replace relationships, principles, and rules
that had previously been explained by the natural sciences (Schulz, 1387: 23). In other
words, from Schulz’s perspective, phenomenology is regarded as a method for
rediscovering meaning and personal attachment to places to which humans feel
connected.
Research Questions and Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on Bachelard’s
phenomenological perspective as presented in The Poetics of Space, and examines the
image of the home in the novel The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra. The
underlying assumption is that Bachelard’s viewpoint and method can highlight the
connection between imagination and place/space as the fundamental ground of
imagination. In this analytical model, the home itself is first read as a text: the
relationships between parts of the home—from large spaces such as rooms and corridors
to smaller elements such as the ceiling and the window—and the psychological states of
its inhabitants are examined and explained. Then, through a phenomenological
approach, the perceptions of the author and his fictional characters regarding the home
and its space are interpreted.

Using this approach, the present study seeks to answer the following question:
How is the relationship between the phenomenological components of the home in the
novel The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra and human emotions, dream-making,
human needs, and other features derived from Bachelard’s The Poetics of Space formed
and manifested?
Findings and Conclusion
By analyzing Bachelard’s views on the home and considering its phenomenological
components, the present study examined The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra.
Findings suggest that the home in this novel has a function beyond conventional and
familiar ones. In the text under study, the home acquires an expanded conceptual and
analytical dimension and enters into a dynamic interaction with human needs. This is
clearly evident in the depiction of the sixth floor of the building as the world of its
inhabitants, where the pain of exile and the dark sense of inability to connect with an
alien culture emerge within the domestic space. The influence of the home extends so
far that the author portrays it alongside the safest and most comforting space in the
world—the mother’s embrace. For him, the home is more than physical elements or a
place of rest; it is a refuge and a safe, tranquil shore to which the narrator retreats after
the distress caused by interactions with the outside world.

Another issue revealed in the analysis is that the home and its components in this
novel serve as a shelter and resource for filling spiritual voids and healing psychological
wounds. This is particularly evident in discussions of identity loss, where the author
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depicts his inner conflicts and psychological struggles through elements such as the
mirror and the ceiling. The home in this story also possesses the characteristics that
Bachelard expects of an ideal home: a main floor, an attic, and a basement. In addition,
spaces such as stairways appear as transitional areas, symbolizing multiplicity and the
path toward liberation and tranquility, while the attic is presented as a significant space.
Overall, the different parts of the home in The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra
can be considered as spaces that respond to various human needs. In fact, for the
migrant inhabitants, the home is depicted as their familiar homeland and a reminder of
their native land. Naturally, under these conditions, cultural and social foundations
emerge, including contradictions and cultural duality between the conditions of the host
land and the fixed experiences and mentalities formed in the homeland—realized
through the interaction between humans and the home. Another noteworthy point is that
the home in the novel functions as a link between past and present. By depicting the
main character resting in a cozy corner or gazing at the ceiling, the author seeks to show
the communicative function of the home with the past. As Bachelard also notes in The
Poetics of Space, the home in the novel serves as the origin and generator of dream-
making. This process occurs through the engagement of the five senses or through
elements of the home such as the window. In conclusion, these findings indicate the
compatibility of the representation of the home in The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood
Orchestra with Bachelard’s views and its suitability for phenomenological analysis.
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