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Abstract

The novel March on Hollow Soil by Mohammad Shams Langroudi is a symbolic
narrative which depicts a society that is confronting modernity, yet is entangled in
superstition. Through the story of social and cultural transformation in the fictional land
of “Nariana and Pal”, the novel reflects the tension between tradition and modernity.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study applies the mandala archetype—a
symbol of wholeness and order originating in the collective unconscious—based on the
theories of Carl Gustav Jung. The mandala in this novel mirrors the confrontation
between social disorder and the aspiration for return to the self. Findings suggest that by
employing symbolism, the novel deeply engages with Jungian archetypal psychology,
using the mandala as a symbol of unity and order, both internal and external. Its
presence not only reinforces the novel’s semantic layers but also contributes to narrative
and thematic coherence. The clash between tradition and modernity, as one of the
novel’s central motifs, is conveyed through the mandala archetype and its reflection of
the opposition between order and chaos.

Keywords: The Mandala Archetype; Carl Gustav Jung; Symbolism; Individuation;
Collective Unconscious; March on Hollow Soil

Introduction

This study, based on the school of symbolism, analyzes the mandala archetype in March
on Hollow Soil. In this work, the mandala serves as a symbol of the repetitive cycles of
history, cultural birth and death, and society’s attempt to achieve wholeness and
coherence. The study aims to examine the mandala archetype in the structure and
themes of the novel to clarify its connection with the characters, events, and narrative
situations. Another objective of this research is to analyze how the mandala is employed
to depict the conflicts between tradition and modernity in the structure of the narrative
and its profound symbolic meanings. As such, the study seeks to demonstrate how the
mandala in the novel functions as a tool for returning to order and inner unity. The
ultimate goal of this research is to identify the role of the mandala in the process of the
characters’ evolution and self-discovery, as well as its impact on the overall structure of
the novel.

The novel March on Hollow Soil, with its complex and symbolic structure,
provides a framework in which the mandala archetype represents the psychological
actions of the characters within the narrative. For instance, in the scene where Eve bites
the apple, the symbol of entering the unconscious and the beginning of the hero’s
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psychological journey is revealed. On this basis, the mandala, as the outward
manifestation of the “Self” in Jungian psychology, appears not only in the structure of
the story but also in the characters’ inner struggles—that is, the effort to return to
psychic unity and coherence after fragmentation. Thus, rather than simply reinterpreting
symbols, they are studied in relation to the characters’ psychological transformations
and the transition from superstition to awareness.

For the first time, this research analyzes the mandala archetype in this novel
through the lens of symbolism, seeking to investigate the role of this archetype in
narrative structure, characterization, and the novel’s philosophical and psychological
concepts. This approach not only contributes to a deeper understanding of the collective
and individual unconscious in the text, but also uncovers new semantic layers in the
novel and its connections with myths and ancient symbols. Since the mandala, as a
Jungian psychological archetype, symbolizes the quest for inner wholeness and the
return to unity, examining how this symbol in Langroudi’s novel embodies the
characters’ inner struggles and the confrontation between tradition and modernity is a
central concern of this research.

Research Questions and Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, identifying elements related to
the mandala archetype and analyzing their symbolic meaning within the framework of
Jung’s theories. By comparing the concepts of the mandala in Jungian psychology with
its application in this novel, the study examines the influence of this archetype on the
narrative in an attempt to provide answers for the following questions:

1. How is the mandala archetype manifested in the characters’ transformations and
inner changes?

2. What relationship exists between the mandala and the conflict between tradition
and modernity in the process of societal change?

3. What role does the mandala play in the process of self-discovery and the growth
of individuality in the characters and in society?

4. How does the mandala archetype, in connection with Jungian psychology,
contribute to the development of the characters and their attainment of a
complete identity?

Findings and Conclusion

The novel March on Hollow Soil employs the mandala archetype to embody the
complex psychological evolution of its characters and their struggle for awareness and
wholeness. The mandala, symbolizing inner balance and unity, appears in the novel’s
circular and symmetrical narrative structure, representing the quest for harmony
between opposing internal and external forces. By linking individual crises with
collective conflicts, the novel demonstrates the influence of the collective unconscious
on both personal and social psychology. Through mandala symbolism, Langroudi
portrays not only the characters’ individual journeys toward self-realization but also
humanity’s broader search for balance between tradition and modernity. Ultimately, the
novel reflects Jung’s concept of individuation, where reconciliation with the shadow
and integration of opposites lead to wholeness.
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