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Abstract

This paper examines the views of renowned postcolonial theorist Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak. She revisits and critiques Western concepts and theories that have emerged in
the postcolonial world. In line with Homi Bhabha and Edward Said—both notable
figures in colonial criticism—Spivak, through a Derridean deconstructive approach,
critiques contemporary political, social, and cultural theories. Her engagement with
Derrida is not merely philosophical but is intended to uncover the logic behind
European colonial justification. This paper first outlines her theoretical framework and
then applies her ideas to a deconstructive reading of one of the most famous imperialist
texts of nineteenth-century England—Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre—as well as its
postcolonial counterpart, Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea. We will explore how Spivak
merges Derridean deconstruction with postcolonial literary criticism and how authors
like Rhys portray the concepts of “self” and “other.” This paper also highlights the
importance of postcolonial critique in challenging imperial narratives and illuminating
postcolonial resistance, demonstrating Spivak’s role as a powerful tool for
understanding and critiquing colonial discourse.

Keywords: Spivak, postcolonialism, Jane Eyre, Wide Sargasso Sea, the Other,
deconstruction.

Introduction

Spivak is one of the most influential contemporary critics. Like her contemporaries
Edward Said and Homi Bhabha, she challenges academic critical traditions and focuses
her studies on cultural texts to highlight the roles of migrants, laborers, women, and
those colonized—uvoices often silenced by dominant Western culture. Although her
dense prose can be difficult to understand initially, any serious student of contemporary
cultural theory should engage with her ideas.

She gained her reputation through politically charged applications of cultural and
critical theory, especially in confronting colonialism in literature and culture. By
amplifying the voices of marginalized groups, she forcefully critigues dominant
worldviews—particularly notions that the West is more civilized, advanced, or
democratic than the non-West, or that colonized regions have improved due to
colonialism. For Spivak, the impact of European colonialism was not erased by post-
independence movements of the mid-twentieth century. She sees herself as a
postcolonial intellectual torn between nationalist movements in India and the legitimacy
of colonial educational structures—embodying that duality. In essence, she considers
herself a freedom-seeking theorist who must articulate her ideals using a language
inherited from colonialism.
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Research Questions and Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. Exploration of Spivak’s theories is
followed by a deconstructive and analytical reading of the nineteenth-century
imperialist English novel Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté and its postcolonial reworking,
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys. This research addresses questions such as: To what
extent has Spivak contributed to the recognition of Derrida’s deconstruction? How has
she used this philosophy to question contemporary political, social, and cultural
theories? What is the impact of Spivak’s literary criticism on readings of colonial texts?
How can Spivak’s theories be applied in a deconstructive literary analysis?

Findings and Conclusion

This paper introduced postcolonial theorist Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and discussed
her reading of Derrida’s deconstruction—not to portray her merely as a reader of
Derrida, but to emphasize how she translated, interpreted, and publicized his thought in
English. Spivak played a vital role in presenting Derrida’s ideas to English-speaking
audiences. However, the central point was to explore how she adapts Derrida’s
Western-rooted deconstruction to analyze postcolonial literary texts, especially from the
Global South. Spivak’s literary criticism significantly influences how imperialist texts
are read. She believes twentieth-century literature is intertwined with imperialist
ideology, presenting England as civilized and advanced to justify imperialist political
and economic goals. Her theories were then applied to a deconstructive reading of Jane
Eyre and its postcolonial counterpart Wide Sargasso Sea. Spivak argues that Bertha
Mason in Jane Eyre is the product of overt imperialism, and Bronté portrays her as a
Jamaican savage. Rhys rewrites this narrative, exposing its colonial ideology and
portraying Bertha as a woman driven to violence by her oppressive husbhand.

Rhys uses multiple perspectives to emphasize the contrast between “self” and “other,”
most evident in Jane Eyre. In colonial-era novels, colonizers depict themselves as
civilized humans—the “self”—while native peoples are the savage “other.” Colonized
nations use literature as a site of resistance, rewriting Western texts. Through examples
such as Mr. Rochester’s view of the Black or colonized “other” in Wide Sargasso Sea,
we see how racial classification leads to psychological damage, evident in postcolonial
contexts.

Spivak’s critique goes beyond Victorian literature and imperialism; because she
leverages the rhetorical and political force of postcolonial texts to challenge dominant
colonial narratives, her name remains closely tied to postcolonial critique.
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