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Abstract

This article explores horizontal hostility and its role in the suppression and subjugation of
women and girls in the works of Chubak. In Chubak’s fiction, patriarchy plays a
fundamental role in the oppression of women. Of the various tools that patriarchy employs
to achieve its objectives, horizontal hostility is the strongest weapon and the greatest barrier
to women's advancement. In this form of hostility, women who share similar social
positions, instead of cooperating and sympathizing, turn against each other. This division
among women enables further oppression. Considering the situation, the main question
here is: how does horizontal hostility, alongside patriarchy, influence women's
submissiveness, and where does it originate from? This research is essential for interpreting
Chubak’s work and attempts to offer broader perspectives on his literary contributions.
Ultimately, the article concludes that without addressing horizontal hostility, any call for
sisterhood among women in the face of patriarchy is futile.

Keywords: Sadegh Chubak, Patriarchy, Horizontal hostility, Sisterhood, Submissiveness
Introduction

A cursory glance at Sadegh Chubak’s women-centered stories reveals the undeniable role
of the patriarchal system in the oppression and subjugation of women. Within these
narratives, women appear as tools or instruments that patriarchy utilizes to further its
domineering objectives. Thus, Chubak’s women-centered stories vividly depict the
competition, jealousy, and negative emotions women harbor toward one another. This is
because fictional literature—especially the novel—reflects many social realities and can
trace the footprints of numerous truths within society.

Since Sadegh Chubak is a naturalist writer, he has skillfully integrated these realities into
his stories by selecting slices of individuals’ daily lives and depicting them with great
artistic finesse. His purpose in addressing these realities has been to demonstrate that
women possess significant power to exclude or expel others—primarily their fellow
women—from social groups. This is especially true when these women themselves have
been marginalized or ostracized by men or other women for various reasons. Chubak has
sought to show that such exclusion can have devastating emotional and social consequences
for the individual and those around her.

In stories like The Patient Stone (Sang-e Sabur), The Crimson Shirt (Pirahan-e Zereshki),
Under the Red Light (Zir-e Cheragh-e Ghermez), and others, Chubak emphasizes that when
a woman or girl is rejected by other women or girls, she experiences a profound and painful
terror. In Chubak’s view, the power struggles among women can be as ruthless as those
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among men. Although in his stories such conflicts rarely escalate into physical violence,
their verbal and emotional consequences can be far more devastating and destructive than
one might imagine. In many cases, women are more frequently the targets of such
aggressive behaviors than men.

This animosity and hostility among women, which often manifests among their peers, is
nowadays referred to as ‘“horizontal hostility.” Horizontal hostility can appear among
women and girls who share similar social spheres—for instance, classmates, groups of
friends, sisters, mothers and daughters, stepmothers and stepdaughters, maids within a
household, co-wives (rivals in polygamous marriages), daughters-in-law and mothers-in-
law, female neighbors, female coworkers, and female relatives both close and distant (such
as sisters-in-law, aunts by marriage, etc.). Horizontal hostility is widespread among women
and takes forms such as jealousy, unhealthy competition, gossip, slander and defamation,
deception and manipulation, physical and emotional aggression, indifference toward each
other’s problems and hardships, and character assassination. Women’s reactions to each
other vary significantly depending on different circumstances and contexts, although it
should be noted that the situation among socially successful women is only slightly better
in this regard.

Horizontal hostility is considered the patriarchal system’s most powerful weapon and the
greatest obstacle to women’s progress. In this type of hostility, women who share similar or
closely aligned social positions, instead of collaborating and empathizing with one another,
rise against each other as rivals. Such hostility fosters division among women and paves the
way for further oppression. On the other hand, horizontal hostility and vindictive behaviors,
manifested as deviant actions, can damage women’s individual and social lives, bringing
anxiety, depression, and various physical and mental illnesses. In any case, women’s
hostility and animosity toward one another has vast dimensions and numerous examples
worthy of exploration.

Research Questions nd Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study conducted by consulting library and online sources
attempts to determine the answers to the following questions:

1. From where does women’s vulnerability to horizontal hostility in Chubak’s stories

originate?
2. How does it function, and to what extent is it effective?
Findings and Conclusion
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Competition between women is, in its natural form, a normative and inevitable behavior
essential for the progress of any human being. However, when these rivalries take on
negative expressions, such as aggression and entrenched hostility, the situation becomes
altogether different. Many feminists do not address the antagonistic relationships among
women. For instance, in Maggie Humm’s Dictionary of Feminist Theory, there is no
mention of women’s own complicity in their misfortunes. This amounts to merely erasing
part of the problem.

This article seeks to make women aware that although they are intensely dependent on and
in need of each other to liberate themselves from patriarchal domination, many of them at
times behave toward one another in inhumane, even savage and abusive ways. Such
savagery is extraordinarily powerful, painful, and paralyzing. Without acknowledging
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horizontal hostility among women, calls for sisterhood and solidarity among them are futile
and meaningless. Therefore, women must first accept that they themselves are no less
responsible than men in sustaining male dominance and patriarchy. This is because
horizontal hostility is the patriarchal system’s most powerful weapon and the greatest
obstacle to women’s progress.

The lack of extensive scholarly work and articles on the topic of women’s hostility toward
each other, in comparison to studies on men’s hostility toward women, indicates that this
issue has remained largely unexplored due to widespread denial. Since fictional literature—
especially the novel—serves as a mirror reflecting the behaviors of individuals in a society,
this issue could not have escaped the notice of Chubak, a realist and naturalist writer. Thus,
by addressing conflicts among women alongside the oppression and injustices of
patriarchy, Chubak has tackled the matter with a broader perspective, free from gender bias.
A review of Chubak’s works leads to the conclusion that horizontal hostility is closely
linked to patriarchy. Moreover, superficial religious beliefs, superstition, women’s
ignorance and illiteracy, gender-based constraints, poverty and deprivation, and suppressed
psychological complexes are among its primary origins, themes consistently addressed by
naturalist writers. Therefore, by removing these factors and alleviating the pressures and
frustrations stemming from patriarchal behavior in society—and consequently reducing
women’s submissiveness—it is possible to take significant steps toward fostering
relationships characterized by compassion, empathy, kindness, and cooperation among
women, thereby safeguarding future women and girls against the harmful consequences of
horizontal hostility.
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