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Abstract

Surrealism profoundly influenced the European art world at the beginning of the 20th
century and soon spread globally. Simultaneous with the rise of Nimaic poetry in Iran—
aligned with Romanticism and social Symbolism—Surrealist poetry also began to
emerge and gradually found expression within various types of modern Persian poetry.
Ultimately, it became a dominant literary trend in the 1990s and beyond. From Shams
Langeroodi’s earliest poetry collections, Surrealism became central to his poetic vision.
Departing from classical aesthetics and Symbolism, he utilized automatic writing,
Surrealist imagery, humor, and dream logic to cultivate artistic creativity. This article
uses statistical and descriptive-analytical methods to examine recurring Surrealist
elements in Langeroodi’s poetry. Treating each poem as a unit of analysis among 1,115
free-verse pieces, the study categorizes them according to eight major Surrealist
components. Among these, automatic writing, Surrealist space, dreams, and humor had
the highest frequency. Moreover, when viewed through the lens of “climatic theory,”
over 50% of Langeroodi’s poems are shaped by natural and ecological environments. In
the pursuit of the surreal, climatic space functions as a substitute reality—an escape
from the confines of everyday life, industrial materialism, and human inner
contradictions, all of which the subconscious presents to the poetic imagination.
Keywords: Surrealism, Shams Langeroodi, Climatic theory, Dream, Surrealist space
Introduction

Shams Langeroodi (b. 1951) is a contemporary Iranian poet who began his literary
journey with his first collection in 1978. He gradually gravitated toward Surrealism.
Following the decline of ideological trends in Iranian contemporary poetry in the 1980s,
new poetic currents emerged, broadly labeled as postmodern or 1990s poetry. One of
the most influential among them is Langeroodi’s, marked by: “Avoidance of slogans
and ideological doctrine—especially leftist thought—and an emphasis on the pains of
modern humanity, not just Iranians, as the core artistic commitment” (Taheri, 2013:
253). Langeroodi defines his poetry as a reflection of “forbidden life and wasted
dreams,” echoing the silenced voices of suffering people around him.

Research Questions and Methodology

This qualitative research adopts a descriptive-analytical method using library and
textual sources. Based on core Surrealist concepts and themes, each poem from
Langeroodi’s 19 collections was treated as a unit of analysis. Poems were grouped by
dominant Surrealist component, and frequency was measured. From 1,115 poems, four
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components—automatic writing (250), Surrealist space (248), dream (240), and humor
(167)—accounted for over 900 poems. The connection between Surrealist elements and
climatic theory was also examined. The following questions were of special importance
to this research:

1. What are the key Surrealist elements in reading Shams Langeroodi’s poetry?

2. Inwhich of his collections are Surrealist elements most prominent?

3. How can interpreting Langeroodi’s poetry using Surrealist space and climatic

theory offer a new lens for literary analysis?

Findings and Conclusion
Langeroodi’s early work placed Surrealism at the center of his poetic vision, using
automatic writing to generate dreamlike imagery and abstract spaces. This article
analyzed his frequent use of Surrealist themes and their link to climate as a foundational
context for symbolism and interpretation.

The analysis showed that in more than 50% of his poems, climatic environments

serve as structural elements of the text. Expanding Surrealist experience through music,
language, mythology, urban life, love, war, and natural elements, Langeroodi creates
poetry that is simple on the surface but layered in meaning. His stylistic simplicity—
part of his poetic ethos—offers access to modern audiences while preserving
interpretive depth through surreal logic, conceptual metaphors, and imaginative
framing.
Surrealist automatic writing opens his poetry to various spaces. Among these,
ecological environments are most frequent. This climatic imagery offers a substitute
reality—a way out of materialist and industrial societal pressures—allowing
subconscious expression to reshape everyday reality into poetic transcendence.
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