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Abstract

Based on Ferdowsi’s narrative style, this study examines the position and role of
panegyric verses within the structure of Shahnameh. Unlike the preface, the main body
of Shahnameh allows very little room for ideological manipulation by scribes and later
editors. The preface serves as a kind of guiding light offered by the author to lead the
reader to interpret the text through his perspective. For this reason, some scribes have
altered the original preface or the prologues of certain stories in order to convey their own
ideological views. Consequently, a significant portion of Shahnameh’s preface differs
fundamentally from Ferdowsi’s intellectual world. One method of such tampering
involved inserting panegyrics dedicated to Mahmud of Ghazni either in the main preface
or other parts of Shahnameh. However, some scholars believe Ferdowsi himself included
these praises in a second compilation of the text. In this study, we challenge the attribution
of these panegyrics to Ferdowsi by comparing the thoughts, themes, and content of the
laudatory verses found in Shahnameh manuscripts with those of the court poets Farrokhi,
Unsuri, and Ghazaeri Razi, who composed panegyrics for Mahmud. The similarities
between the praises in Shahnameh and those by the Ghaznavid court poets suggest that
the story of a second compilation of the epic to include panegyrics in return for payment
is likely fabricated. These thematic and stylistic similarities further indicate that forgers
used conventional expressions to make these verses appear authentic and to portray
Ferdowsi as a courtly panegyrist.

Keywords: Shahnameh preface, Shahnameh appendices, Panegyrics for Mahmud of
Ghazni in Shahnameh manuscripts, Panegyrics by court poets for Mahmud of Ghazni.
Introduction

Editors of Shahnameh have paid attention to the antiquity and authenticity of the
manuscripts. However, Doustkhah notes, since they have not approached Shahnameh
from a structural perspective, they have not addressed the authenticity or inauthenticity
of the panegyrics found within it (Doustkhah, 2001: 129-135). On the contrary, some
may have even attempted to justify and interpret the panegyrics found in the manuscripts.
For instance, Khalgi-Motlagh has also provided explanations for verses that praise
Mahmud of Ghazni in Shahnameh. He interprets the line “I lifted this book with my own
hand / In the name of the glorious king” as referring to Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni,
believing that the subsequent verses are composed in his praise (Khalgi-Motlagh, 2009:
62). Regarding the verse “When my enlightened heart turned away from him / It turned
its face toward the throne of the king of the world”, which appears after the death of
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Daqiqi, he suggests that Ferdowsi meant the court of Nuh ibn Mansur in Bukhara,
although this desire is presented more as a poetic aspiration than an actual intention (ibid:
64). However, the problem is resolved with the introduction of Shahnameh manuscript
by Abu Mansur, brought by Amirak Mansur—a descendant of warriors and the son of
Abu Mansur Mohammad ibn Abdul-Razzag—eliminating the need for Ferdowsi to travel
to Bukhara (ibid: 67—68). Khalgi-Motlagh also believes that Ferdowsi composed a satire
and considers some of its surviving verses to be authentic and reliable (ibid: 310).
Research Questions and Methodology

The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical. Data has been collected
through library research and document analysis. The main hypothesis is that Ferdowsi did
not compose panegyrics in praise of Mahmud of Ghazni. To test this hypothesis, we
examine the role and placement of panegyric verses in Shahnameh. As such, the thoughts,
ideas, and themes of the panegyric verses found in Shahnameh manuscripts are compared
to those in the panegyrics of court poets such as Farrokhi and Unsuri at the Ghaznavid
court. This comparison aims to determine the degree of similarity or difference. If no
fundamental thematic differences are found, then it is unlikely that Mahmud would have
reacted differently to Ferdowsi’s verses than he did to other court poets—casting doubt
on the narrative of Ferdowsi’s punishment due to insufficient praise.

This research attempts to provide answers for the following questions: To what
extent do the ideas, thoughts, and themes of the panegyric verses in Shahnameh
manuscripts resemble those of Farrokhi and Unsuri in the Ghaznavid court? Why did the
panegyric verses included in Shahnameh manuscripts, despite their thematic similarity to
the panegyrics of Ghaznavid court poets, result in a different outcome in Mahmud of
Ghazni’s view, leading to Ferdowsi’s punishment?

Conclusion

The similarity between the panegyrics found in Shahnameh manuscripts and those of
court poets at the Ghaznavid court—who were generously rewarded—indicates that the
story of a second compilation of Shahnameh for the purpose of inserting laudatory verses
in exchange for payment, followed by Mahmud's alleged displeasure with Ferdowsi, is a
fabrication. These panegyric verses are of such nature that they should have pleased the
praised ruler, not led to a different outcome or caused the poet’s punishment. The thematic
and stylistic similarities between Shahnameh's laudatory verses and those of Ghaznavid
court poets suggest that forgers who inserted these lines used conventional expressions to
make them appear authentic, thereby attempting to portray Ferdowsi as a courtly
panegyrist.
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