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Abstract

This study attempts to explain the basis of the existential philosophy woven into the
fabric of Sadeq Chubak’s “The Baboon Whose Buffoon Had Died” by making use of
Barbara Dancygier’s Narrative Space Construction theory. Dancygier’s theory which
builds on the earlier concepts of mental packages and blending developed by
Fauconnier and Turner helps explain Chubak’s writing strategy. In Chubak’s story, I
intend to discuss, blending of past mental spaces and present physical space have
resulted in effective communication of Makhmal’s (the baboon’s) existential fear to the
reader. Analysis of narrative space construction can also help reveal the complexity of
master-slave relationship by following ideas like Makhmal’s injurability and
vulnerability. Benefitting from space integration, Chubak has succeeded in highlighting
Makhmal’s — the passive imitator’s — existential sense as not resulting from his choices,
but from his lack of determination and his bewilderment in the new world he has to
wander in without the protection of his buffoon.

Keywords: “The Baboon Whose Buffoon Had Died,” Luti, Makhmal, ANGST,
Narrative Space Blending, Existentialism

Introduction

To look at Sadeq Chubak’s story from a fresh perspective, I propose that we need to
probe the narrative complexities of the piece. By so doing, | argue, the intricate web of
connections among different narrative spaces are brought to light and the complexity of
Chubak’s seemingly simple storytelling is revealed. This study attempts to explain the
basis of the existential philosophy woven into the fabric of Sadeq Chubak’s “The
Baboon Whose Buffoon Had Died” by making use of Barbara Dancygier’s Narrative
Space Construction theory. Dancygier’s theory which builds on the earlier concepts of
mental packages and blending developed by Fauconnier and Turner helps explain
Chubak’s writing strategy. In Chubak’s story, blending of past mental spaces and
present physical space have resulted in effective communication of Makhmal’s (the
baboon’s) existential fear to the reader. Analysis of narrative space construction can
also help reveal the complexity of master-slave relationship by following ideas like
Makhmal’s injurability and vulnerability. Benefitting from space integration, Chubak
has succeeded in highlighting Makhmal’s — the passive imitator’s — existential sense as
not resulting from his choices, but from his lack of determination and his bewilderment
in the new world he has to wander in without the protection of his buffoon.
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Research Questions and Methodology
This descriptive-analytic approach seeks to answer the following questions in an
attempt to shed light on Chubak’s method of blending various narrative spaces:
1. How does narrative space integration overwhelm the reader with an existential sense
of hopelessness?
2. What role do the interactions (and blending) of narrative spaces have on
complicating an apparently simple story?
3. How does the notion of injurability complicate the dual notion of master-slave
relationship?
Findings and Conclusion
Complexity and dynamicity of Chubak’s story results from integration of mental and
narrative spaces which lead to the creation of multi-layer narrative spaces. Mental
spaces are integrated into the main story space as embedded narratives and play a
significant role in the final interpretation of the narrative. Through such integrated
spaces, Chubak sheds light on — and criticizes — the complexity of master-slave
relationship. Chubak highlights Makhmal’s injurability in the absence of his buffoon
and casts doubt on the value of freedom without agency. Makhmal’s short trip toward
freedom shows his injurability to the reader. Chubak’s narrative is also concerned with
the idea of existential existence and depicts Makhmal’s frozen mind and will, an effect
of years of slavery. Makhmal is incapable of decision-making. No matter how hard he
tries, he cannot free himself from the chain that has become an integral and inseparable
part of him and his being and that accompanies him to his death. As a result, the fantasy
world of freedom is not attainable for Makhmal. Imprisonment, slavery, and desire have
degraded him and his status.
Use of Makhmal as the main character has been intentional. As an animal which
resembles a human being and can imitate human behavior, Makhmal is the best
representative of degraded, inferior human being who has no agency. Through
Makhmal’s helplessness and his ultimate return to the master who is no longer there to
support him, Chubak emphasizes the complexity of master/ slave relationship and
criticizes imitation without agency. Chubak’s tale is an allegorical account in which
Makhmal is the slave and his buffoon is the master. Makhmal’s life depends on this
relationship. He simultaneously loves his buffoon because he provides for him and
detests Luti because he has put Makhmal in chains. However, he also needs the
protection his buffoon provides because he is incapable of keeping himself safe. The
logic behind this relationship is further explained through repeated links that are
constantly provided between present narrative space and past mental spaces. Makhmal’s
indecision brings to light Chubak’s point that Makhmal’s — the passive imitator’s —
existential sense does not result from his choices, but from his lack of determination and
his bewilderment in the new world he has to wander in without the protection of his
buffoon. Indeed, Makhmal’s plight is the outcome of his indecision and inaptitude to
take control of his own destiny.
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