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Abstract

This article examines environmental ethics in Marge Piercy’s novel Woman on the Edge
of Time (1976), written during the height of social and environmental movements. The
novel addresses the parallel patterns of exploitation of women and nature in the modern
era, presenting a reconsideration of ethical relations between humans and the
environment as a solution to these issues. Influenced by environmental and feminist
movements, ecofeminism emerged during the 1960s and early 1970s as a branch of
ecological theories to explore the connection between the oppression and exploitation of
women and nature, emphasizing environmental ethics principles such as respect for
nature, care for nature, love for nature, and the recognition and appreciation of
biodiversity and differences. With the rise of environmental movements, environmental
issues, their consequences on life on Earth, and ethical solutions to address these
problems were also reflected in literary works, including Piercy’s novel Woman on the
Edge of Time. This article utilizes the ecofeminist theories of Karen J. Warren, Val
Plumwood, and Carolyn Merchant (pioneers of ecofeminist philosophy) to examine
environmental ethics in Woman on the Edge of Time. By analyzing the manifestations
of environmental ethics, the study seeks to demonstrate that adherence to environmental
ethics requires a fundamental transformation in humanity’s intellectual, behavioral, and
value systems toward nature. Such a transformation is deemed to be a prerequisite for
saving nature from degradation.

Keywords: Environmental Ethics, Fundamental Changes, Nature, Exploitation,
Intellectual and Behavioral Systems.

Introduction

Literature is inherently a reflection of the culture and society of its time and can, hence,
serve as a powerful tool for exploring and addressing environmental issues. During the
theoretical and philosophical developments of the 1960s and the early 1970s,
speculative fiction emerged as a genre focused on women and nature, acting as a bridge
between literature and environmental ethics. This genre, often considered part of
science fiction, critiques the exploitation of women and nature while emphasizing
human ecological concerns. Speculative fiction highlights major human challenges in
interacting with the environment, portraying both utopian and dystopian visions of
humanity’s future. By so doing, such works aim to influence human worldviews,
playing a crucial role in cultural awareness and intellectual awakening. They warn that
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continued environmental destruction could transform the Earth into a dystopia. As a
solution, they advocate for adherence to environmental ethics and fundamental changes
in humanity’s thought, behavior, and values.

Marge Piercy’s novel Woman on the Edge of Time is a product of its era, written in
1976, during the height of feminist and environmental movements. It is a work of
speculative fiction reflecting on environmental ethics, humanity’s relationship with
nature, and the potential consequences of human actions on the environment.

Research Questions and Methodology

Given the above introduction, this descriptive-analytical study aims to answer the
following questions: To what extent was Marge Piercy influenced by the feminist and
environmental movements of the 1970s in her novel Woman on the Edge of Time? How
does she conceptualize patterns of oppression and exploitation and articulate principles
of environmental ethics in her work? Through a descriptive-analytical reading of the
novel, how can we conclude that adhering to environmental ethics requires fundamental
changes in human worldviews, thought patterns, and behaviors? Furthermore, how does
this adherence lead to individual and social freedom, as well as the liberation of nature
from the yoke of oppression and exploitation?

Findings and Conclusion

Woman on the Edge of Time illustrates the paradigms, structures, and mechanisms of
the oppression and exploitation of women, as well as the destruction of the
environment. It envisions a future in which fundamental changes in human worldviews,
behavior, and thought processes transform both human life and nature. The novel
critiques the patriarchal capitalist system, warns of its consequences, and emphasizes
the role of individuals in creating change. Piercy argues that to dismantle the binary of
human/nature, we must embrace fundamental shifts in individual and societal thinking,
acknowledging diversity and difference to build a pluralistic society.

Piercy envisions a pluralistic society in the future, demonstrating the possibility of
constructing a better world free from oppression and exploitation. She portrays a society
founded on ethical principles, where both humanity and nature are treated with care,
respect, and love. By juxtaposing two contrasting worlds, Piercy critiques the dystopian
reality of contemporary capitalist America, where science and technology are tools of
control and subjugation—particularly against women—reducing them to passive,
submissive beings. In contrast, the better world she imagines is based on freedom,
justice, equality, and participation, with decentralized and democratic power structures.
This future society is pluralistic and environmentally conscious, offering a stark contrast
to the devastation that capitalism has inflicted on humanity and nature. Piercy presents
the utopian possibility of a world without oppression, where nature is saved from
destruction, and human life is shaped by environmental ethics. In this envisioned
society, individuals retain their autonomy while remaining interconnected with one
another and with nature in the public sphere.

Ultimately, Woman on the Edge of Time plays a significant role in promoting
environmental awareness, advocating for an ethics-based lifestyle. Piercy shows that
building a better ecological future requires collective effort and fundamental
transformations at both individual and societal levels. These changes can liberate
humanity from the fear of losing freedom and the degradation of the environment. For
such liberation, it is necessary to overthrow oppressive power structures and replace
them with more equitable and democratic systems.
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