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The Impact of Contrast and Repetition in Creating Meaning and
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Abstract
Semantic contrast is one of the semantic relations in the field of semantics.
Two contrasting syntactic structures share both commonalities and
opposing aspects. When discussing contrast, the issue of repetition and
substitution of syntactic structures arises. In free verse poetry, contrast and
repetition are among the methods used for creation of meaning.
Additionally, in the absence of traditional literary devices, metrical
balance, and systems of rhyme and refrain in this type of poetry, the poet
uses contrast and repetition of syntactic structures to generate new imagery.
In this research, we aim to examine how Shamlou strengthens the structure
of the poem “The Punishment” and creates meaning and generates new
imagery in the absence of traditional literary devices through the repetition
and contrast of phonemes, words, noun and verb groups, and the poem’s
clauses. In other words, the aim of this descriptive-analytical research is to
demonstrate how the two elements of contrast and repetition lead to the
creation and accumulation of meaning as well as the creation of cinematic
imagery in the poem “The Punishment”.
Keywords: Shamlou, The Punishment, Contrast, Repetition, Meaning,
Cinematic Imagery.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
The poet’s subjective perspective in modern poetry differs in content from
the objective view found in classical poetry. The form, techniques of
ornamentation, and systems of verbal and conceptual music also vary
between the two. However, language, which is the fundamental material of
poetry (as a verbal art), differs significantly between these two styles. In
classical poetry, language often transcends its literal meaning, serving the
poet’s imagination within an expansive figurative space. Yet, when a
modernist poet like Nima Yooshij wants to make his perspective grounded
and internal (subjective), he cannot excessively deviate from the literal
meanings of words. On the other hand, if the poet strictly adheres to the
literal meanings, his speech risks resembling scientific language.
In classical poetry, various forms of internal and external music, alongside
heavy use of figurative devices, compensate for potential shortcomings in
the language. However, in free verse, where the traditional systems of
meter, rhyme, and refrain are absent and the poetry is not device-driven,
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language must not only convey meaning but also play a central role in
generating music and creating imagery.

Repetition is a key factor in generating music and literary devices in
speech. In classical Persian poetry, elements like rhyme, meter, alliteration,
assonance, parallelism, and more are all formed through the repetition of
linguistic units. Linguists also consider repetition a factor in creating
balance and thus contributing to pattern-making and prominence in a
literary work. Furthermore, repetition emphasizes the subject matter and is
considered to be “one of the strongest factors of influence and the best way
to instill an idea or thought in someone” (Shafi’i Kadkani, 2009: 99). In
modern poetry, which is not driven by literary devices as in classical
poetry, poets are less concerned with adorning their language using these
tools. Repetition in contemporary poetry serves various purposes, such as
creating unity between the poet and the audience, expressing the
persistence of an action or state, or pausing between the poem’s lines
(Ruhani, 2011: 158-160).

In free verse, where traditional meter and rhyme are absent, repetition
creates rhythm and a kind of balance. Additionally, in classical poetry,
when we discuss contrast, it often brings to mind the literary device of
“antithesis,” which is a clichéd technique. However, in free verse, where
traditional literary devices are scarcely present, the contrast of syntactic
elements—along the axes of substitution and combination—undertakes the
role of generating meaning and creating imagery.

In this research, we aim to examine how Shamlou strengthens the structure
of the poem “The Punishment” and creates meaning and generates new
imagery in the absence of traditional literary devices through the repetition
and contrast of phonemes, words, noun and verb groups, and the poem’s
clauses.

Research Methodology and Questions

In this study, we first analyze the theory of “semantic contrast” from the
perspective of several linguists and then, using a descriptive-analytical
method, examine the text of the poem “Punishment”. We demonstrate how
the poet, through deliberate selection, contrast, and repetition of syntactic
structures, generates meaning and creates new cinematic imagery. As such,
this research aims to answer the following questions:

1. How do contrast and repetition of similar syntactic elements (equivalent
syntactic units) generate meaning in the poem “The Punishment”?

2. How do contrast and repetition of similar syntactic elements lead to the
creation of new cinematic imagery in the poem “The Punishment™?
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Findings and Conclusion
Meaning, emotion, imagination, and language are all fundamental elements
of a literary work. However, the reality is that language is merely the poet’s
tool for creating meaning, expressing emotion, and shaping imagination.
The poet utilizes language and linguistic structures (such as phonemes,
syllables, words, and noun and verb phrases) to craft their discourse,
imbuing it with color, meaning, and feelings to convey to the audience.
In classical poetry, the presence of meter, rhyme, and various forms of
phonetic balance fills the semantic and emotional gaps. In modern poetry,
particularly in free verse, where the poet strives to break free from the
constraints of traditional poetry, the traditional musical equivalences in the
lines are absent, which diminishes emotional persuasion. As a result, the
poet’s language and his ability to employ linguistic structures for creating
meaning and evoking new imagery become more pronounced.
In his poem “The Punishment”, Ahmad Shamlou uses repetition and
contrast among various linguistic structures to create a concise and rich text
filled with meaning. The poet intelligently selects words within a line and
employs contrasting terms in subsequent lines, maintaining the same
syntactic position to create meaning in an artful yet subtly concise manner.
Additionally, through the repetition and contrast of syntactic units, he
replaces traditional figures of speech, such as similes and metaphors, with
cinematic techniques in his poetry.





