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Abstract
Postmodernism is a movement that emerged in the 20th century, breaking
traditional artistic rules and opening a new path for literary studies. Franz
Kafka, one of the most widely read German writers of the 20th century, and
Abutorab Khosravi, a contemporary Iranian author, both hold significant
positions in the realm of modern and postmodern fiction. The aim of this
research is to conduct a comparative reading of the concept of
postmodernism in the prominent novels of Kafka and Abutorab Khosravi,
exploring the postmodern characteristics in these works and comparing
them to one another. This study seeks to answer the following questions:
Which postmodernist elements are evident in these works, and what
similarities and differences exist between the Iranian work written in this
style and Kafka’s The Castle? This research was carried out using a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach. Findings show
that Kafka’s work reveals postmodernist features more prominently than
Khosravi’s. Although the narrative structure in both stories appears similar
due to the use of “story within a story” technique, Khosravi’s style is more
influenced by narrative layering. Overall, the distinct mindset of the Iranian
author has resulted in the use of other postmodernist features, compared to
those used in The Castle.
Keywords: Postmodernism, The Castle, Kafka, The Kings of Suffering,
Abutorab Khosravi
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Comparative literature is an approach that studies literary works from
different linguistic and literary domains, examining the connections
between literary texts to highlight their similarities and differences, thus
paving the way for a better understanding of world literature.
Postmodern stories are often accompanied by uncertainty and a conflict
between fantasy and reality. According to Freud’s ideas, “postmodern
literature views humans as fragmented beings without a fixed identity or
personality” (Shamisa, 2011: 255). Franz Kafka’s The Castle is one of the
key works of postmodern literature which features a complex and
distinctive structure. In the story, the main character, “K,” tries to reach the
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castle but never succeeds. This lack of resolution is depicted throughout the
novel by detailing the anxieties, events, and experiences of various
characters. Similarly, The Kings of Suffering by Abutorab Khosravi
narrates the story of three generations of a family, with references to the
1953 Iranian coup. According to Senapour, Khosravi’s writing is
influenced by Kafka, Golshiri, Borges, and sometimes fairy tales (2011: 3).
Since both novels, The Castle and The Kings of Suffering, are recognized
as postmodern works and both use the “story within a story” technique,
they have become the subject of this research.

Research Methodology and Questions

This research is based on documentary and library studies and has been
conducted using a comparative-analytical method. Initially, relevant
information regarding postmodernism, Kafka, and Abutorab Khosravi, and
the two texts, was gathered and compared. By synthesizing and analyzing
the collected information, conclusions were drawn and the following
questions were answered:

1. What are the most prominent postmodern elements in The Castle and
The Kings of Suffering?

2. What similarities and differences exist between the Iranian work written
in this style and Kafka’s The Castle?

3. Can the Iranian author’s work be classified as a postmodernist novel?
Findings and Conclusion

Based on the comparative study of Kafka’s The Castle and Abutorab
Khosravi’s The Kings of Suffering, the findings of this research can be
summarized as follows:

The most prominent postmodern elements in both novels include temporal
disorder in narratives and events, fragmentation, lack of connection, and
uncertainty. However, the postmodern features are more distinctly evident
in Kafka’s The Castle than in Khosravi’s novel. In The Castle, the
ambiguity of time, place, and characters adds to the complexity of the
story. In Khosravi’s The Kings of Suffering, the disruption of time is
manifested through a nonlinear narrative structure, though there is no
ambiguity regarding time or place in the story.

Both novels employ a “story within a story” narrative structure, but with
notable differences. In The Castle, the internal narratives are repeated with
variations, each highlighting attempts to establish contact with the castle,
ultimately emphasizing the impossibility of entering it. These circular and
repetitive narratives reflect the pervasive uncertainty in the story, which
remains unresolved by its open-ended conclusion. In contrast, Khosravi’s
novel, which revolves around the lives of three generations of a family, has
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a clear conclusion, and the narrative structure can be seen as a localized
form, drawing from the “story within a story” technique.

Uncertainty is fully realized in Kafka’s The Castle, where the relationship
between language, structure, and thought is highly integrated. All these
elements work in a new and dynamic way to craft the story and inspire the
reader. The theme, narrative style, language, and the open-ended
conclusion are exemplary features of postmodern literature, which are
significantly present in Kafka’s work.





