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Abstract
The beginning of modern Persian storytelling is intertwined with the
Constitutional Revolution and modernist movements in Iran. The modern
Persian short story is a style of storytelling that makes use of the
components of modernism such as urban society, civility, humanism, etc.
The aim of this article is to explain the elements and characteristics of
modern storytelling in Bijan Najdi’s story “The Day of Horsepouring.” The
narrative that the author presents in this story is not about an unexpected
event in the real world, but rather an explanation of the metamorphosis that
occurs within the central character. Through descriptions from the
perspective of a horse, the author informs the reader about the inner world
and thoughts of the character. Using a documentary method, this study
aims to analyze this story to assess the use of modern elements in it.
Findings suggest that “The Day of Horsepouring” highlights the author’s
portrayal of the alienation of modern man, bound by mechanical and
machine-like life, through the figure of a horse, by taking a different,
modern, and creative approach to engaging with the elements of the story.
Keywords: Short story, Modernism, Bijan Najdi, The Day of
Horsepouring.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Modernism in lIranian short stories became the dominant trend in
storytelling from the early 1980s, although realist short stories have also
continued to coexist alongside it, albeit as a marginalized stream of Iranian
fiction. Unlike previous eras, modern stories are not driven by central
events or incidents, but rather emerge from the nature of the actions and
reactions formed by the elements within the story. According to modernist
views, the short story writer, like a photographer, not only reflects reality
but also simultaneously creates it in the story. The writer selects from a
range of options, deciding, for example, which characters with specific
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beliefs and values to include and how to portray the protagonist’s
interaction with them. The writer also decides which narrative perspective
to adopt for telling the story.
Bijan Najdi’s “The Day of Horsepouring” narrates a few days in the life of
a horse. The horse is the winner of a race and lives in a stable. One day, the
owner’s daughter rides the horse bareback, causing chaos in the village.
The horse’s owner, named Qalan Khan, initially intends to kill the horse,
but at his daughter’s insistence, he changes his mind. Instead, he orders that
the horse be harnessed to a cart as punishment. Through descriptions from
the perspective of a horse, the author informs the reader about the inner
world and thoughts of the character to highlight the alienation of modern
man, bound by mechanical and machine-like life.
Research Questions and Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on the
characteristics of contemporary storytelling. It aims to analyze the story
“The Day of Horsepouring” through the lens of modern elements such as
dialogue, point of view, plot, and setting. By introducing how each of these
elements 1s employed in modern storytelling, and considering Najdi’s
unique style, the study seeks to highlight the fundamental differences
between Najdi and his contemporary writers. The primary questions of this
study are:

1. What are the distinctive and prominent features of the language used in
these narratives?

2. What type of narrative perspective and structure has the author employed to
present the story elements?

3. How are the story elements utilized in terms of quality and method?
More specifically, this research aims to extract the story elements from
Najdi’s story to identify and explain his unique skills and techniques in
using these elements.
Findings and Conclusion
The story “The Day of Horsepouring” narrates the alienation of modern
man—a person trapped by his own achievements and creations. This
modern individual distances himself from his true human essence and turns
to a mechanical, machine-like life. The horse in the story strives to win a
prize (the saddle) for its owner, which ultimately becomes the tool used to
bind it. The horse (symbolizing humans) brings forth the very instrument of
its own captivity. The prize of the race is, in essence, a bridle and reins. As
long as the horse remembers the taste of true freedom, it resists and breaks
its chains. However, when it is imprisoned within a larger metaphorical
prison (the cart), its alienation from its true, free self is intensified. The
horse is bound to something it cannot even see, reflecting the condition of
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modern humans, who are trapped by forces they do not fully comprehend,
unaware of the exact nature of what is leading them to their downfall. In its
struggle against the cart, the horse is ultimately defeated, to the point that it
can no longer even stand without it. This represents the ultimate agony of
modern humanity, which Najdi masterfully portrays.

The characters and character development in this story align with the
features of modern literature. The main character, like many protagonists in
great modern literary works, is isolated, antisocial, disillusioned, lacking
self-confidence, and passive. The frequent shifts in narrative perspective
create a type of polyphony, lending the story a cinematic quality. The plot
Is characterized by disrupted timelines and uncertainty, emphasizing the
nonlinear retelling of events. Descriptions in this story, as in most of
Najdi’s works, are presented in a stylized and intervening manner,
matching the unreality that corresponds with the perspective of the main
narrator—the horse.

“The Day of Horsepouring” is highly successful in conveying its message.
The protest against the injustice of the master-servant dynamic is vividly
depicted through subtle and precise descriptions. This protest is articulated
through the use of symbolism. Two narrative perspectives are effectively
juxtaposed; events that would typically be difficult to express from an
omniscient narrator’s viewpoint are recounted through the voice of an
animal or an object. The characters are well-developed, and the language
serves the author’s purposes perfectly. This story is a prime example of
modern storytelling in contemporary literature.





