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Abstract
Today, one of the fields of interdisciplinary study is the sociology of
literature, which links the semantic structures of novels and other literary
forms with the state of society. Through various methods of expressing
social criticism, literature can convey the values, anti-values, and
disadvantages present in the society. By connecting sociology and literary
criticism, authors can highlight and critique societal abnormalities.
Literature, as an influential force, often operates against unjust currents in
society and opposes the interests of specific individuals and classes. At
times, the content of a work may take precedence over its form, where what
IS being said becomes more important than how it is said. In this context,
John Steinbeck stands out as an author whose works reflect a social
perspective. He narrates the lives and relationships of people from various
classes in modern urban society, presenting an authentic depiction of his
time. In this research, we analyze the sociological components in
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men using Lukacs’ theory of the reflection of
social reality through a descriptive-analytical approach. We also explore
the frequency of key themes such as poverty, class differences, income
inequality, gender discrimination, civil inequalities, and racism, which are
prevalent in Steinbeck's work.
Keywords: Contemporary Novel, Sociological Criticism, Reflection
Theory, Lukacs, John Steinbeck.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
In sociological criticism, the way social realities are represented holds a
special significance. Lukacs considers writers to be committed when they
place social activism at the forefront of their creative work, hold clear
beliefs and stances during critical social junctures, and reflect a distinct
direction in their works. John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is a perfect
example of its author’s commitment to this cause. It addresses issues such
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as resistance to tyranny, class consciousness, reification, financial and
intellectual poverty, and severe class divisions. From a sociological
perspective, these highlight the existence of immense social suffering, dire
economic conditions, and ignorance in the society in which the author
lived. At the same time, while reflecting these social issues in this work,
Steinbeck often subtly suggests how they can be reformed. This reflection
IS sometimes conservative, with the narrator or characters conveying
sociological issues in a neutral tone and using metaphorical language
throughout the story. The novella begins with one or more social problems,
and the author narrates these issues without excessive emotional intensity.
Most of the characters in the novella face obstacles while trying to achieve
their goals, and these obstacles provide a platform through which the
existing social issues, which are beyond the characters’ control, are
expressed. Therefore, in this study, the views and thoughts of Georg
Lukacs, especially his prominent theory of “the reflection of realities,” are
examined. Furthermore, an attempt is made to analyze Of Mice and Men
from the perspective of this theory and to explore the sociological
structures of the work, which have been shaped by the interaction between
the text and society.

Research Questions and Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical method has been employed,
utilizing relevant documents, articles, and books on sociology and the
sociology of literature. The collected information is then compared and
applied to the theory in question and the novella Of Mice and Men. This
study seeks to answer the following questions:

What social issues are reflected in John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men?
How has John Steinbeck reflected social issues in Of Mice and Men?
Findings and Conclusion

Novel is one of the most popular literary forms in the contemporary era
because the structure of this literary form has the capacity to effectively
connect with the mental framework of social groups within any given
society. Alongside this concept, the analysis of the social structure and
function of literary works is one of the modern methods of textual
criticism, which is widely used today in analyzing various literary forms,
especially novels. Therefore, in this study, an effort has been made, based
on Georg Lukacs' theory of the reflection of reality, to examine one of John
Steinbeck’s realist novellas, Of Mice and Men, which explores the social
structure of American society. This work, more than his other writings,
reflects the realities of American society. According to this theory, one side
of the analysis concerns social realities, while the other side involves their
reflection in the literary work. Hence, the analyst must examine how the
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political, social, economic, and cultural conditions of society are reflected
in the literary work.
In this research, we have analyzed the main components of this realist
novella, such as class disparity, poverty, the social status of women, and
racism, and their connection to the society of the author. In this novella, the
author skillfully reflects each of these sociological elements in the story
through symbolic characterization. For example, by creating the character
of Curley's wife and depicting her circumstances, Steinbeck effectively
illustrates the role and status of women in the American society of the time.
On the other hand, we encounter Crooks, an African-American character,
through whom issues of racial discrimination against Black people are
raised in the story. Additionally, Steinbeck does not ignore poverty and
class disparity in his writings; he speaks out about them and reflects on the
lives of workers. In this context, he does not limit himself to portraying
poor and hungry characters but also criticizes the absolute poverty and the
lack of freedom prevailing in the society.





