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Possible World(s) in Saadi’s Language
Ali Daneshvar Kiyan?
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In this world, talking about things that are or have been, such as the galaxy,
the ocean, Karim-Khan, etc., we wonder about the things that we know but
are not or have not been around us. Rostam, Superman, Mount Qaf and
beliefs that were once considered to be true, such as the wrath of the gods
and the rotation of the earth around the sun, are now deemed to be false .
During the twenty-six centuries since the world of Plato's theory of ideas,
the thinking man has always been pondering upon the idea of possible
worlds. The current form of the Possible Worlds Theory relies on the
opinions of the German philosopher Leibniz in the 17" century and his
followers, like the American philosopher Saul Kripke, who posit that a
possible world can be created in the periphery of the actual world. This
article tries to find a way toward the possible world(s) hidden in the
metatext by analyzing the texts and exploring the real world of Saadi's
thought in Bustan and Golestan. Indeed, the possible world(s) that
rationalists, thinkers, and sages believe in and lead the society to, have been
and are on the path of history.
Keywords: Possible worlds, Actual world, Saadi, Bustan, Golestan
Extended Abstract
Introduction
In this world, talking about things that are or have been, such as the galaxy,
the ocean, Karim-Khan, etc., we wonder about the things that we know but
are not or have not been around us. Rostam, Superman, Mount Qaf and
beliefs that were once considered true, such as the wrath of the gods, are
now deemed to be false .During the twenty-six centuries since the world of
Plato's theory of ideas, the thinking man has always been pondering upon
the idea of possible worlds. The current form of the Possible Worlds theory
relies on the opinions of the German philosopher Leibniz in the 17
century and his followers like the American philosopher Saul Kripke, who
posit that a possible world can be created in the periphery of the actual
world. This article tries to find a way toward the possible world(s) hidden
in the metatext by analyzing the texts and exploring the real world of
Saadi's thought in Bustan and Golestan. Indeed, the possible world(s) that
rationalists, thinkers, and sages believe in and lead the society to, have been
and are on the path of history. As such, this study intends to explore
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Saadi’s language through discovering his possible worlds to establish the
relationship between the literary text and the actual world. To do so, we
examine the ideas of two different groups of scholars as well as the
approach of some of Iranian philosophers regarding the theory of the
possible worlds. In addition, we briefly present the similarities between
their assertions regarding the theory of Possible Worlds.

Research Methodology, Questions, and Theories

In this analytic-descriptive research which uses library and online resources

for in-depth textual analysis of Golestan and Bustan, we aim to answer the

following questions:

1. What is a possible world and how is it related to the actual world?

2. What is the historical background of Possible Worlds Theory? How is
its reception now?

3. How can one be transported from the actual world to an inaccessible
possible world and why is this process so captivating?

4. 1s the text — here Bustan or Golestan — an actual world or a possible
one?

There are also the following theories that form the premises of our

discussion:

1. Poetic language is understood in a possible world, not the actual world.

2. Framing and semiotic choices can affect the reader’s transport from the
actual world into the possible world.

3. Semantic deviation is a factor in recognizing the point that
understanding happens in a possible world distinct from the actual
world surrounding us (Safavi 1399: 425).

Conclusion and Findings
In each literary text, we deal with possible worlds that gradually get away
from the actual world which surrounds us. Therefore, the interval between
understanding the happening (subject) between the possible world and the
actual world is so short that we might conclude that the event occurred in
the actual world. In the text, we need to reach understanding in a possible
world which has the necessary qualifications to accommodate the concepts
of the actual world.

In this sense, each literary text is supposed to take us to a possible world

placed at a distance from the actual world we inhabit. This distance,

however, is so little that one can benefit from it to advance the actual world
to the threshold of the possible world and the possibility of existence in it,
which is indeed a trick in creating a literary work.

Leibniz’s approach to Possible Worlds Theory, which is inspired by Plato’s

philosophy, and Kripke’s and Plantinga’s assertions in this regard are

closer to the approaches of lIranian theoreticians like Kourosh Safavi
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regarding the possible worlds. The result of such blending is that we
consider the actual world as an opportunity to access the possible world,
which is a main reason for creation of such worlds. Bustan and Golestan

are two of the most prominent literary texts to access the possible world
through proper understanding of the actual world.





