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Analysis of Gothic Components in Two Fictional Works by Nazanin
Judat
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Abstract
“Gothic" was originally a style in architecture and sculpture which entered
the world of literature (Gothic literature) in the late 1700s. This literary
genre is considered to be a part of the larger movement of Romanticism.
Gothic stories are mostly dark tales replete with riddles, horror, and
otherworldly affairs that are formed around a mysterious and terrible secret.
Although not much attention has been paid to the Gothic genre in Iran,
certain stories have been inspired by and used Gothic elements. Of notable
cases in point are the stories of Shouman and Wind Scorpion by Nazanin
Judat. In this article, we have attempted to use content analysis method and
library sources to investigate and analyze the Gothic components in these
two works. Findings suggest that Judat has been able to create a story with
gothic elements by using unusual and even illogical events in a terrifying
atmosphere with unbalanced, strange and scary characters and references to
nightmares and disturbing voices. After examining and analyzing the
selected works, we concluded that both works have the required
qualifications to be included in the category of Gothic works.
Keywords: Gothic, Fear, Nazanin Judat, Wind Scorpion, Shouman.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
The term “Gothic” was used in the realm of art long before it was
introduced to the world of literature and storytelling. Invented by Goths,
the so-called Gothic art was not much accepted by artists and was generally
used as a negative stylistic component. Introduced in the late 1700s,
(Gothic literature) became a part of the larger movement of Romanticism.
Gothic stories are mostly dark tales replete with riddles, horror, and
otherworldly affairs that are formed around a mysterious and terrible secret
which would feel the story space with fear and horror. Mysteries like death,
aliens, magic, and scientific ambitions are among concepts that arouse fear
and death in Gothic tales.
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Although not much attention has been paid to the Gothic genre in Iran,
certain stories have been inspired by and used Gothic elements. Of notable
cases in point are the stories of Shouman and Wind Scorpion by Nazanin
Judat.

Research Questions and Methodology

In this article, we have attempted to use content analysis method and
library sources to investigate and analyze the Gothic components in two
works by Nazanin Judat, Shouman and Wind Scorpion, in an attempt to
answer the following questions:

1. How have Gothic elements served the author’s purpose?
2. What atmosphere do these Gothic elements construct?

Findings and Conclusion

Having introduced major gothic elements like Gothic spaces, Gothic time,
Gothic atmosphere, incredible happenings, fear, horror, and Gothic
characters, etc., and having examined Shouman, we found out that in the
story of Shouman, psychological characteristics are combined with
symbolic features so that psychological traumas are manifested as symbols
in the story. The protagonist suffers from anxiety and fear, symptoms of
mental sickness. The atmosphere of the story is often blurry and foggy.
Fictional characters are often in dream-like states. Likewise, in Wind
Scorpion, in addition to the above-mentioned characteristics, Judat has
added detailed characterization, explaining characters’ deepest feelings and
thoughts. Her meticulous descriptions of scenes keep the reader interested
up to the end of the story. To create Gothic characters, Judat makes use of
legendary characters from Iranian folklore, which had long been forgotten.
Having examined both works, we concluded that both can be categorized
as Gothic. Judat has been successful in creating the Gothic atmosphere in
her stories by inducing the senses of fear and terror. Furthermore, realistic
descriptions have made her strange story acceptable. Unusual and illogical
happenings in a terrorizing space, abnormal and fearful characters, constant
references to nightmares and disturbing voices, etc. have contributed to the
creation of strong Gothic stories.





