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Abstract
The novel entitled Mr. Pip by Lloyd Jones, a writer from New Zealand,
was written under the influence of Charles Dickens' Great Expectations
from which the author borrows the name of one of the characters in his
story, Mr. Pip. The events of this story take place on an island in Australia.
Lloyd Jones deals with issues related to the island's civil wars in the early
90s with the aim of offering realistic education which is in line with
equipping students with the skills needed to adapt to the environment. In
Mr. Pip, Lloyd Jones tries to represent people and social situations as they
are in real life. To do so, the author of the novel adopts a problem-oriented
approach that realistically expresses the surrounding realities. The present
study aims to answer a fundamental question related to this novel: what are
the most important components of Educational Realism in Mr. Pip?
Findings suggest that in Mr. Pip, Lloyd Jones emphasizes the role of the
teacher in training students by shedding light on the effects of the teacher's
teachings and innovation in persuading and motivating the students in the
class.
Keywords: Educational Realism, Mr. Pip, Lloyd Jones, Realism, Teaching
Extended Abstract
Introduction
In Mr. Pip, Lloyd Jones deals with issues related to his fictional island's
civil wars in the early 90s with the aim of offering realistic education which
is in line with equipping students with the skills needed to adapt to the
environment. Lloyd Jones emphasizes the role of the teacher in training
students by shedding light on the effects of the teacher's teachings and
innovation in persuading and motivating the students in the class. In this
regard, he, as a social critic, tries to provide an objective representation of
the surrounding environment and collective beliefs of the people. In the
meantime, Jones's Realism, due to his critical tendency, focuses more on
failure and disappointment than on the evolutionary description of social
realities.
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Research Methodology and Question
In this descriptive-analytical study, library sources have been used to
collect the data to answer the following question: what are the most
important components of Educational Realism in Mr. Pip?
Findings
From the point of view of Realism, curriculum and education should pay
great attention to objective studies in education. It is so because, from a
realistic approach, the curriculum needs to be subject-oriented. In Mr. Pip,
the school teacher is called Watts. As the islanders insist, he is chosen as
the only teacher in the area. Mr. Watts, as he himself affirms, is not a
suitable teacher under favorable circumstances; however, he tries whole-
heartedly to keep the children away from mental pressures and problems
caused by war and siege by oppressive classes. In Educational Realism, in
the field of teaching, instead of teaching many subjects, the materials
should be limited so that the teacher can help the children understand the
subjects deeply. In this sense, the topics and contents of Mr. Pip are
compatible with the ideas of the school of Educational Realism. In Mr. Pip,
Mr. Watts is a teacher in a deprived area. He is determined to educate
students by making use of the minimum facilities available on the island.
The school of Educational Realism emphasizes the good life and success of
people, but it has its own policies, methods and beliefs. The realist teacher
presents his knowledge to the learners. In addition to mastering the
methods of speech, debate and discussion, the teacher should also be an
expert in conducting experiments. Teacher Watts has two great realistic
goals in educating the students in the class:

- First: Cultivating the thinking and reasoning of the students of the
deprived area.

- Second: Persuading them to change the existing conditions.
Conclusion
In the school of Educational Realism, teacher training is very important. In
Lloyd’s novel, Teacher Watts tries to help the children in his class to learn
how to live a healthy, good life. His educational goal is to help them
confront the realities of life; he wants them to benefit from the right
lifestyle, think clearly and correctly, and have good morals. In Mr. Pip, the
student should be the main goal, not the means to reach the goal. In this
regard, Teacher Watts even sacrifices his life for his students and their
parents. He pays attention to the talents and desires of his students and tries
to give them the opportunity to be curious and thoughtful to discover facts
by providing suitable conditions.
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