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Abstract
Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya is a didactic treatise with unique characteristics,
written by Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin Abu al-Qasim al-Qushayri al-
Naysabiir1. This treatise is one of the most important sources of mystical
works in the fifth century of Hijri. Ever since it was inscribed, its rich
content, which includes verses, narrations, and sayings of elders, has given
way to different readings and interpretations. Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya has
been inscribed in fifty-five chapters with the aim of guiding disciples and the
general public to recognize the path of Sharia and Tarigah and exonerating
Sufism from accusations. In this research, we intend to use Gadamer's
philosophical hermeneutics to study this treatise. Gadamer sees
understanding as an event that depends on prejudice, language and
historicity. Through questioning, the reader engages in a dialogue with the
text to achieve a fusion of the horizons between the interpreter and the text.
Gadamer believes prejudice is like the inner horizon while human history
resembles the outer horizon. Accordingly, the text of Al-Risala al-
Qushayriyya has an internal horizon and an external one, which blends well
with Gadamer's suggested formats. There is a strong dialectical relationship
between the text of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya and Gadamer's principles;
together, they break the horizons of meaning, and temporal and spatial
distances. By understanding their own ontology (Dasein), readers establish
hermeneutic relations and interpret the horizons of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya
with the spirit of their myths by relying on the ultra-horizon (God) and his
ultra-call (prophets and saints). The relativity of belief and the plurality of
meaning (which implies the renewal of the horizon of creation) reveal the
methods of the text in advance, and the two-way communication between
the text and the interpreter indicates change and renewal.
Keywords: Gadamer, Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, Sufism, Understanding,
Dialectic, Fusion of horizons.
Introduction
Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya is one of the valuable works of Abu al- Qasim
Qushayri (465-376 AH.), one of the great scholars of the 5th century Hijri.
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He was the most renowned scholar of his time in poetry, mysticism, hadith,
interpretation, Figh, kalam, etc. The theme of his masterpiece, Al-Risala al-
Qushayriyya — which is one of the most important works of Sufism —
concerns Sufism and Sufi manners.
Gadamer, a prominent German philosopher and the author of the famous
book, Truth and Method (1960), is one of the pioneers of philosophical
hermeneutics. Hermeneutics is the science of interpretation or semantics.
Gadamer considers understanding as an event that happens to us beyond our
will and action. According to Gadamer, understanding is superior to what we
intend to do and lies beyond methodical concerns and control. Understanding
IS an event that happens to humans in a general and inclusive way; an event
that is bound to happen.
Research Methods and Questions
In this descriptive-analytical research, al-Qushayri’s mystical thought is
examined in the light of the philosophical ideas of Hans-Georg Gadamer.
Some of the questions that are of interest to this research are:
- What elements bring al-QushayrT and Gadamer together? Can philosophy
and Sufism have a common dialectic in Gadamer's and al-Qushayrt's
discussions?
- On what basis are the reading patterns within the text (commentator and
text) of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya based on Gadamer's theory?
- How do recognition and understanding take place based on the fusion of
the horizons in Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya?
- What does the dominant discourse (reading pattern) of al-Qushayri's stories
have in common with the philosophical theory of Gadamer and his co-
thinkers (Heidegger, etc.)?
Findings and Conclusion
The results obtained from application of Gadamer's philosophical theory on
al-Qushayri's views in the book Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya reveal that
understanding of the disciples as a determining factor occurs when the text
and the reader engage in a linguistic game. These formats, which are
comprehensive and admirable, include stories, recitation of sayings and
anecdotes, verses, hadiths, poetry and other structural subtleties (in-text and
hyper-text). All these subtleties of writing are structured in order to form
knowledge, so that fascinating dialogues are created in the enthusiastic heart
of the interpreter (external reader) and the horizon of his thought comes close
to blending with the vast and infinite horizon of the divine. In this text, with
dialectics and questioning, the understanding of meaning is transferred from
the surface to the deep structure, and the guiding principles are "beyond the
horizon" and "meta-reading". The main point in understanding the text is the
movement of the interpreter towards self-knowledge so that "adaptation” is
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formed and the text of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya comes to the present time
and blends with life. When they were in this position, the commentators of
Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya interpreted the text according to their own interests
and expectations, which resulted in the elimination of all misunderstandings.
The plurality of meanings in the text of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya indicates
the openness and relativity of understanding; every commentator has the
right to update his level of knowledge. The horizon in the current age is not
static and fixed; rather, it is an open and transformable one that moves with
the reader, as the reader is transformed by it. The foundation of Gadamer and
al-Qushayri's reading model is based on the principle of dialectics and
questioning, and this will be achieved when the whole text and the reader are
invited to a "language game" and brought the world around them to this
ambiance. If this is accomplished, everyone will return with full hands and a
sense of achievement, because they reach the "horizontal fusion™ that
Gadamer proposed. Al-Qushayri's discourse is not authoritarian, but
thought-oriented; it has a guiding course with the mild subtitles of linguistic
tricks to suspend the vague and crude imaginations of the readers and to mark
the original horizon. Al-QushayrT's did not define the text simply as a subject
matter (object); rather, subjectivity is placed within the text, so that the
author and the commentator are present in the text and the creation of a new
and pluralistic event proceeds through dialogue. In the end, it should be noted
that the principles of hermeneutics keep the text open to interpretation for
future researches of Al-Risala al-Qushayriyya.
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