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The Quality of Shared Understanding in the Quran: An
Examination of the Relationship Between Language and
Thought from the Perspective of the Quran and Literary
Realism
Hossein Rafeie!
Seydeh Akram Ashabi?
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Abstract
Despite having common perceptive tools such as the senses, intellect, and
intuition, our understanding of the truths of the universe and the cause of its
existence varies. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks
to explain the reason for such differences in cognition. As such, it suggests
that the tools of recognition may not be able to lead us all to shared
knowledge and understanding. Reflecting on Quranic verses and examining
the tenets of the school of literary Realism show that reasoning is a means of
cognition. Human senses, intellect, and intuition are the sources of
knowledge, and all knowledge involves a combination of intellect and
experience. Most experiential knowledge — linguistic skills — is obtained
through eyes and ears. Therefore, linguistic skills and reasoning — or
language and thinking (mental ability) — are shared tools of cognition.
Investigating the relationship between language and thinking leads to the
following conclusions: 1. Language and thought are one, and the diversity of
thought causes differences in knowledge. 2. The Quran introduces the
intelligent as the owners of shared understanding. 3. Acquiring the features
of intelligent individuals leads us to shared understanding.
Keywords: Language, Thinking, Relationship between language and
thinking, Intellectuals, Literary Realism
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Knowledge elevates humans from ignorance and prepares them to realize
their human potential. Thus, its importance is immense, and acquiring it
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requires tools that have always been a concern for scholars in the field of
epistemology. Epistemologists consider the senses, reasoning, and intuition
as tools of knowledge, and in the literary school of Realism, thought also
holds significance because the most crucial factor in the emergence of a
literary school is the human thought on matters such as existence and the
surrounding world.
Examination of the verses of the Holy Quran also shows that the senses,
reasoning, and intuition are sources of knowledge and reasoning, i.e. tools of
knowledge. Therefore, the most important tools for knowledge are the senses
and thinking, or in other words, experience and reasoning.
Since most of the sensory knowledge of humans — linguistic skills — is
obtained through eyes and ears, linguistic skills and reasoning, or in other
words, language and thought, are common tools of knowledge. From another
perspective, examining the relationship between language and thought
shows that both are mental abilities, or in other words, language is/ resembles
thought. Therefore, it seems that differences in knowledge stem from
differences in thinking.
Research Methodology and Questions
This descriptive-analytical research seeks to answer the following questions:
- What is the relationship between the mental processes of thought and the
mental processes of language?
- How can shared understanding be achieved?
Findings and Conclusion
When curious human beings look at the phenomena and objects around them,
they seek to discover the truth. They continue their quest until reaching some
form of knowledge, a fact which proves the possibility of obtaining
knowledge. However, finding the necessary tools for acquiring knowledge
has always been a concern because fundamentally, acquiring any kind of
knowledge requires specific tools. Therefore, finding the right tools to obtain
knowledge has always been a matter of constant discussion since the
beginning of human life on Earth. Examination of Quranic verses also shows
that the senses, power of reasoning, and intuition are introduced as sources
of knowledge in the Quran, with the senses as the foundation, intuition as the
means of intellectual intuition, and reasoning as the proper tool for thought.
In the literary school of Realism, thought is also a tool because the most
important factor in the emergence of a literary school is human thought on
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matters such as existence and the surrounding world. Thus, what holds
significance in a literary school is the thought that is influenced by the reality
of the surrounding society.
Since most of the sensory (empirical) knowledge of humans — linguistic
skills — is obtained through eyes and ears, and because the knowledge which
Is transferred to the mind through other senses is limited, linguistic skills and
thought, or experience and reasoning, are considered to be the shared tools
of knowledge in both the Quran and philosophy. Simply put, language and
thought (mental abilities) are common tools of knowledge in the Quran and
philosophy. However, despite utilizing these shared tools, our knowledge of
the truths of the universe and even God and the cause of existence is
different.
Examining the relationship between language and thought suggests that
language and thought are identical because both are mental abilities.
Therefore, it seems that differences in knowledge stem from differences in
thinking (reasoning), and to reach the truth, we must unify these mental
abilities. To achieve shared understanding, we need to understand the
thinkers and their opinions and acquire their understanding through mental
skills, which are language and thought. If mental skills are shared, they will
provide us with shared knowledge.





