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Manifestations of Demythologizing and Myth-Making in Shafiei
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Myths are regenerated in a new way in response to the conditions of time
and place. Because a myth has special forms and functions at different
times, in the course of time, across geographical borders, and among
different peoples, it may undergo transformation and take on new roles.
Use of myth by contemporary poets and writers — like their romantic
predecessors — has been mostly through mythmaking and creation of
modern myths, sometimes accompanied by destruction or demythologizing.
Mohammad Reza Shafiei Kadkani is one of the contemporary poets known
for his use of mythology. His poetry is the poetry of myths, beliefs and
collective dreams of Iranian people. The existence of romantic attitude in
his poetry and the dominance of romantic components in his compositions
have completely changed his view of myths as a part of human culture and
tradition. The purpose of this research is to analyze and explain the function

of myth-making and demythologizing in Shafiei Kadkani's poetry by using
a descriptive-analytical method. Findings suggest that demythologizing
(destroying and changing the meaning of myths, de-sanctifying myths,
humorous aspect of myths) and mythmaking (creating historical and
mystical figures, national figures, mixing mythical narratives, nature, birds,
and animals) are the main types of the romantic reflection of myths in
Shafiei Kadkani's poetry.

Keywords: Myth-making, Demythologizing, Romanticism, Contemporary
poetry, Shafiei Kadkani.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of demythologizing was first introduced as a notion related to
the interpretation of religious texts, especially the message of Christ. While
myths sometimes lose their original meanings due to incompatibility, at
other times, they give way to new myths. Re-creation of myths, which is
actually meant to endow old myths with new meaning, started with the
school of Romanticism in France. The world of Romantic poets who
believed in inaccessible ideals necessitated the re-creation of mythical
ideals that were not found, and therefore, had to be created, both logically
and justifiably.

L PhD student of Persian Language and Literature, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Iran.
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Shafiei Kadkani is one of the most prominent contemporary poets who has
benefited a lot from demythologizing and recreating myths in his poetry.
The manifestation of national and religious myths in his poetry is rooted in
the invisible depths of Iranian culture and civilization - which extend
beyond history. As one of the inheritors of the treasures of Iranian
mythology, Shafiei Kadkani tries to restore myths in his poetry.

Research Methodology

In this descriptive-analytical article, we examine Shafiei Kadkani's poems
by relying on his romantic thoughts. To do so, we analyze the prominent
roots of mythology in literature, and then explain the importance of myth
among Romantics.

Research Findings

In addition to using ancient myths, Romantics tried to re-create and use
these ancient myths in creative and individual ways. These poets' use of
myth was mostly a means of mythmaking and creating modern myths, or
re-creating ancient myths with certain alterations. By resorting to
mythmaking in their poetry, these poets tried to depict an ideal time and
place where people could achieve a pure, idealistic feeling in a sphere
where all their dreams were fulfilled. Likewise, mythology in new poetry is
an attempt to invite man to a wonderful and attractive world of imagination
in which he can relieve his personal and social pains by imagining a world
beyond himself, a world where all lost dreams will come true. Therefore,
mythmaking and demythologizing are the basic requirements of modern
society, requirements which humanity has lost the opportunity to address
and pay attention to. This is why humanity sees its human identity ruined
by being trapped in the world of technology.

Shafiei Kadkani has always adapted the ancient myths to the existing
conditions to take advantage of their great imaginary power. The important
point that can be noticed in Shafiei Kadkani's view of ancient Iranian myths
and stories is that he did not focus on simple and repetitive citations of
these myths, but altered their structure and form in different ways. In other
words, he rebuilt them. Contemporary poets have no choice but to revive
mythological narratives to familiarize the new generation with
mythological and national culture and to prevent the past and new
generations from forgetting and neglecting Romantic mythological
narratives. Among contemporary poets, some have benefitted from their
literary power and scientific and artistic resources to adapt ancient myths to
social needs and to reproduce and recreate them artistically. Among the
poets of the constitutional era, recreation of myths is clearly seen in the
poems of Shafiei Kadkani. The high frequency of mythological recreations
as a romantic indicator in his poems is a place for reflection.
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Conclusion

With his long-standing love and affection for Iranian culture and
civilization, Kadkani considers the exploitation of Iranian culture to be
effective in breaking myths and creating his poetic themes. He believes his
method is suitable for adapting to the authoritarian society of the 40s and
50s. He conveys his points in the best way in his poems and sometimes
creates or destroys myths by altering the myths of the past. Therefore, the
presence of myth-making and de-mythologizing can be seen in the lines of
his poetry in diverse forms: De-mythologizing: 1- destruction and change
of the meaning of myths, 2- de-sanctification of myths, 3- satirical aspect
and ridicule in myths. Mythology includes: 1- Mythology of historical
personalities, especially mystical personalities, 2- Mythology of national
personalities, and 3- Mythology of blending narratives.





