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Abstract
Cultural materialism is one of the main subfields of cultural studies in
literature. From the point of view of cultural materialists, ideology, no
matter how powerful, is never completely dominant; poets and writers can
engage in activism and cultural resistance in opposition to the prevailing
cultural and political hegemony. The dominant culture, therefore, does not
fully achieve its goals. The most prominent components of cultural
materialism are: 1. connection of the literary text with its historical context.
2. vulnerability of the dominant ideology and adoption of resisting
approaches. 3. discourse creation or strengthening of discourses in literary
texts. The present study investigates the reasons of Ata-Malek Joveyni’s
resistance against the Mongol rule through the lens of cultural materialism
with a descriptive-analytical method. Findings show that as a writer and a
cultural-political activist, Joveyni, despite his cooperation with the
Mongols, is not limited to the cultural-political discourse of Mongols and
enjoys independent thinking. He is not alone in adopting such an approach
and shares the same discourse with Saadi, Saif Farghani, Khwaju Kermani
and Ubayd Zakani. The most important reasons for Joveyni’s activism and
his resistance against Mongol power are: 1. Mongol reliance on hard power
in contrast to lran's cultural-literary soft power. 2. internal contradictions
and gaps in Mongol ideology and the necessity of adopting a resisting
approach. 3. survival of the discourse of anti-tyranny and patriotism
throughout the history of Persian literature.
Keywords: Cultural materialism, Resistance, Ata-Malek Joveyni,
Activism, Mongols.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Tarikh-i Jahangushay by Ata-Malek Joveyni is one of the most important
literary-historical texts of the Mongol invasion period. This book narrates
the historical events of the Mongol period with extreme precision. Joveyni
was present in the Mongol government and was aware of the way of
governance, intellectual policy, methods of exercising power and
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establishing the authority of the Mongols: "Ala al-Din Ata-Malek Joveyni,
due to his high position in the Mongol government, was personally present
as an eyewitness to most of the events contained in this book" (Qazwini,
1391: 19). His Tarikh-i Jahangushay which records the social history of the
Mongol period is, therefore, an authentic and credible piece; the author's
accuracy in mentioning details is commendable.
Wherever there is power and authority, there is resistance and desire for
liberation. The Mongols had a lot of power and imposed it on the
conquered nations in different ways. Therefore, it is very important to
investigate the signs of escape from Mongol authority and the agency of
Iranian cultural-political activists. The current research focuses on the
activism and agency of Ata-Malek Joveyni against the Mongol authority
and his cultural resistance against it by using the theory of cultural
materialism.
Research Questions and Methodology
Two of the most important questions of the current descriptive-analytical
research are:
1. How can Até-Malek Joveyni’s resistance to the Mongol rule be
analyzed based on the theory of cultural materialism?
2. What are the reasons for the cultural resistance of Ata-Malek Joveyni
against the Mongol rule?
Conclusion
From the perspective of the theory of cultural materialism, literary texts can
distance themselves from political domination. The most prominent
components of cultural materialism are: 1. the connection of the literary
text with its historical context. 2. vulnerability of the dominant ideology
and adoption of a resisting approach. 3. discourse creation or strengthening
of discourses in literary texts. Cultural materialists state that although the
dominant discourse imposes its authority on people and other discourses
and overshadows their belief and behavioral system, literary texts and
cultural activists have a deep connection with the historical context and can
represent parallel discourses and engage in activism and cultural resistance
against the dominant discourses. In the theory of cultural materialism, the
influence of cultures and discourses is investigated to bring to light the
methods they use to fight cultural and political domination. Joveyni and his
peers use such an approach and achieve considerable success. Joveyni’s
Tarikh-i Jahangushay is one of the important texts of the Mongol period,
and he is one of the activists of Iranian discourse of resistance. Despite the
fact that he wrote his book of history for Mongols — he used this platform
to narrate the pain and suffering of Iranian people. In other words, although
Joveyni was apparently cooperating with Mongols, according to his
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literary, cultural and political approach in Tarikh-i Jahangushay, as well as
the attitude of contemporaries like Saadi towards him, it is proven that he is
outside the Mongol discourse and has been able to represent and narrate the
pain and suffering of the oppressed people of Iran. In other words, he has
staged a worthy cultural struggle from within the oppressive system in a
situation where it was not possible to win in an armed struggle against the
Mongol army. As we can see, Joveyni has strengthened the discourse of
resistance and anti-tyranny. Poets and writers such as Saadi Shirazi,
Khwaju Kermani, Saif Farghani, Ubayd Zakani and Shams Qays Razi also
used the discourse of cultural resistance. Therefore, Ata-Malek Joveyni can
be considered an activist in the Mongol government; the most important
reasons for his activism and agency are: 1. Mongols' reliance on hard
power in opposition to lran's cultural-literary soft power. 2. internal
contradictions and gaps in Mongol ideology and the necessity of adopting a
resisting approach. 3. survival of the discourse of anti-tyranny and
patriotism throughout the history of Persian literature.
References
Dollimoor, Janathan and Sinfield, Alan. (2003). Political Shakespeare,
second edition, Manchester: Manchester University Press.
Habib, M. A. R. (2008). Modern Literary Criticism and Theory: A History,
United States: Blackwell.
Strauss, Claudia and Quinn, Naomi. (2001). A Cognitive Theory of
Cultural Meaning, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press.





