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Abstract
The purpose of the current research is to investigate examples of Paul Simpson's
semantic processes in the story of "Crows" in an attempt to shed light on
Ebrahimi's purpose behind application of such processes. Using library resources
and descriptive-analytical method, researchers have found out that the author uses
material phenomena in the whole text, keeping in mind the level of children's
understanding, to achieve his goals. Using the mental process, Ebrahimi has
created a balance between the inner and outer world. Behavioral verbs in the text
show that two personality groups of "model” and "counterpart” were created this
way. The significant frequency of the verb "to say" indicates that the verbal process
is central in the story, hence the importance of discourse in Ebrahimi's view. In the
relational process of emphasis, various spaces of the story have been described.
The type of property has been used to better introduce the characters and their
range of power and authority. In the peripheral process, the time and place of the
events are mentioned with the aim of representing useful information for the
audience. In the existential process, the author implicitly refers to the applicability
of the hidden concept in the text of the story for all times. In sum, the main concept
represented by the application of these semantic processes is the value of
friendships in interpersonal relationships.
Keywords: Nader Ebrahimi, "Crows", Paul Simpson, Narrative, Semantic process
Extended Abstract
In the field of contemporary Persian fiction, Nader Ebrahimi (1936-2008) is one
of the prominent writers who has greatly contributed to the development of fiction
and its streamlining. In addition to writing short stories and novels, he has also
worked in the field of filmmaking, songwriting, translation and journalism. Nearly
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ninety books have been published by this author. Therefore, he should be
considered a prolific figure in the fields of literature and cinema. His works address
all age groups.
One of the characteristic features of Ebrahimi's works is that he expresses his
opinions on various issues by using the capabilities of various language systems.
A similar procedure has been used in the short story of “"The Crows". In terms of
content this work should be considered multidimensional because the author refers
to various issues and takes individual as well as collective issues into
consideration. Therefore, we see the representation of the narrative in layers that
explain the inner and outer world of the characters. Ebrahimi tries to rely on
specific examples in the narrative to get his points across to his general and specific
audiences alike.
The short story of "The Crows" is not written in a realistic context. In this story,
challenges between a group of mischievous birds (crows) with trees and good-
natured birds (phoenixes and crickets) are narrated in a childish and simple
language. Examining the transitive system and semantic process in this work
shows that although places and characters do not match those of the real world,
concise and purposeful use of various narrative methods has enabled Ebrahimi to
make conscious changes in the audience's mentality and distance them from these
preconceptions.
Research Questions
Considering the appearance of various transitive systems in this work and of
course, the practical and central role of the examples of the transitive system —
especially the semantic process in the formation of the author's desired messages
— in the present research we use Simpson's opinions in connection with the
semantic process in the story of “The Crows” to answer the following questions:
1. What semantic processes are reflected in this work? 2. What is the effect of the
transitive system (semantic process) in conveying the author's intended meaning
to the audience? 3. What concepts have been conveyed to the audience through the
use of examples related to semantic processes?
Conclusion
In this research, considering the frameworks that Simpson has utilized in his model
for semantic processes, the short story of "The Crows" by Nader Ebrahimi has
been analyzed. It seems that one of the features of this story from the point of view
of semantic processes is that the author has used these processes in a complex and
interwoven manner to represent his educational and thought-provoking purposes.
Therefore, it is not possible to determine a clear boundary between these processes
in the sentences of the story. This issue makes the story and narration undergo
various semantic shifts (ups and downs) and as a result, the target group (children)
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face various semantic spaces. The reflection of the material process shows that the
author has a good understanding of the target group and uses material phenomena
in the whole text by taking into consideration the level of understanding of the
children. The imaginative process in the story shows that Ebrahimi tries to create
a balance between the inner and outer worlds and involves the audience's emotions
in the narrative process. Ebrahimi tries to introduce patterns and anti-patterns in
the whole story. In the verbal process, the verb "to say" has been used many times
in connection with various characters, which shows the author's attention to
discourse. In other words, Ebrahimi's message to his young audience is that they
will be able to solve many problems and crises by speaking. In the peripheral
process, emphasis is given to the space before and after the presence of crows in
the garden. In the peripheral process, the time and place of the events are
considered. It is obvious that by providing this kind of information, the ability of
the audience to communicate with the produced text is increased. In the semantic
process of the existential type, the author initially creates ambiguity in the time of
the event to indirectly introduce it as timeless and, hence, belonging to all times
and places; indeed, the categories of friendship and enmity should not be
considered as "temporal™ concepts. Also, the existential process in the story
represents the quality of living and enthusiasm and dynamism. In summary, the
main meaning in this story, which is presented through the six processes, is the
importance and validity of friendship.
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