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on Bakhtin’s dialogism

Fatemeh Sadat Taheri®
Marziyeh Hemmati*

DOI: 10.22080/RJLS.2023.24711.1372
Abstract
The present article studies the dialogic factors in Simin Behbahani’s poems
(1306-1393) based on Mikhail Bakhtin’s dialogism. Behbahani, one of the
founders of Neo-Persian ghazal, uses her poems to communicate with her
audience through presenting a fresh view of human beings and society. To
achieve this aim, she uses modern language and narrative and fictional
expressions, presenting her dialogues in different ways to introduce
polyphony to her poetry. In this article, we try to use an analytical-descriptive
method to answer these fundamental questions: what techniques cause
polyphony in Simin Behbahani's lyric poems and what effect do the poet's
poetic themes have in this regard? We argue that in her love poems, Simin
uses her poetic individuality to speak to her lover in simple and fluent
language, and to explain her romantic relationships in great detail.
Furthermore, by dealing with romantic-social, domestic and political-social
themes, and especially criticizing the situation of women, and by using
techniques such as narration, conversation monologues, and through the use
of intertextuality, rhetorical propositions, grotesque and carnival, she has
established an emotional connection with the elements around her and has
provided the conditions for the presence of the "other" in her poetry to create
a polyphonic atmosphere as opposed to the monologic atmosphere of
traditional poetry.
Keywords: Bakhtin’s Dialogism, Simin Behbahani, Poetic Themes,
Conversational Methods.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
The poetry of Simin Behbahani has a special place in contemporary Iranian
literature in terms of content and form. Ghazal, the most traditional form
used by Iranian poets, constitutes the main body of Simin's poetic art, and
she is known as the representative of contemporary ghazal. This type of
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Ghazal was created under the influence of modernist poetry and uses its
features both in terms of language and content. Behbahani has achieved new
possibilities in ghazal by taking a look at the surrounding events. By so
doing, she has been able to take a firm step in creating a dramatic and
narrative approach through dialogue. Narration in Behbahani's poetry can be
seen in two ways: the expression of an incident and the expression of a
conversation (Abu Mahboob, 2003: 42).
Mikhail Bakhtin, one of the theorists of the school of Postmodernism in the
20th century, introduced dialogism to the field of literary criticism. Dialogue
or conversation "means accepting the other and trying to discover the truth
with the help of the other" (Mirabedini, 2011: 47). Conversation means the
free interchange of voices with each other in a text. Polyphony is one of the
essential features of conversation whereby different voices and views can be
seen and heard, without one dominating the other. This theory is based on
accepting human sociality and understanding the presence of others. The
basis of social life in the modern period is pluralism and the recognition of
opposing voices" (Zarghani, 2015: 21). According to Bakhtin, the other is as
valuable as | am because the presence of the other is necessary for my
evolution. Basically, life is replete with conversations that demand
participation for survival. Conversation is a necessary condition for life. In a
literary text, the communication between speakers should be fair in such a
way that all voices have the right to be present in the text and all
communicate with each other in a fair social process.
Research Method and Questions
It is often possible to form a dialogue between different voices and views in
a novel than in a poem, and as such, Bakhtin's dialogue belongs to the novel
and not to the poem (Bakhtin, 2008: 375). Simin Behbahani, however, is one
of the contemporary poets who has used the methods of narration, drama and
storytelling in her poetry to discuss different features to create a
conversational and multi-voiced text. In this article, an attempt is made to
answer the following questions: which factors have contributed to the
creation of polyphony in Simin Behbahani's poetry, and what effect did
Simin's poetic themes and techniques have on this feature? To investigate
the poet's oeuvre, we make use of a descriptive-analytical method to reveal
the themes and techniques that create polyphony in her poetry.
Conclusion and Findings
Simin Behbahani is a poet who has created a fundamental change in this field
by greatly influencing the Neo-Persian Ghazal - which emerged from
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Nimaa'i poetry and was influenced by the conditions of the modern society.
By using a conversational and narrative style, she reflects on various
concepts such as romantic feelings, childhood memories, the conditions of
women — who are inferior in society — different social classes, and love of
one's homeland. She creates a clear image of her personal love and emotions
and does not shy away from expressing physical characteristics in her
romances. She distances herself from the general romantic expressions of
traditional Ghazal and expresses many of her romantic themes in a
conversational form, which are derived from her own romantic experiences
or those of her contemporaries. The narrative element has also created a
suitable space for the conversation of different characters, imaginary or real,
in a way that the poet has been able to express her political and social
criticisms as well as combine romantic and social concepts with a new look
and a coherent structure. By recognizing the presence of the other and
through interaction with different characters, the poet has been able to create
a multi-voiced space; Even when she is talking to herself, the audience
notices the presence of the other and agrees with the poet to reach a common
goal. Among other features of Simin Behbahani's polyphonic speech, one
can note the wide presence of rhetorical propositions that strengthen the
conversational atmosphere of the text and which criticize social situations
and conditions in a polyphonic atmosphere by creating laughter and sarcasm.





