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A Comparative Analysis of the Memoirs of "I Am Alive" and ""From
Eighteen Months and Seven Days' Based on the School of Realism
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Abstract
Realism is one of the schools of the nineteenth century that changed the

foundations of fiction by changing the principles of story writing. Unlike the
Classical and Romantic schools, Realism considers man as a social being
and examines the relationship between man and society. The realist writer
narrates the lives of typical characters and the effects of human-environment
interactions in simple language. Influenced by this school, Iranian writers
also portrayed social issues in their works. Revolution and the 8-year war are
of the most important socio-political issues in Iran, which influenced Iranian
prose literature. Using library resources, this research analyzes the realistic
components of the two memoirs "I Am Alive" and "From Eighteen Months
and Seven Days". Findings suggest that language in both narratives is simple
and close to slang. The difference is that the element of language and dialect,
which is part of the culture of a region, is more visible in "From Eighteen
Months and Seven Days". Abad mixes simple and metaphorical language.
Her metaphorical language does not undermine the basis of the realist
language in the narrative. Both Abad and Abnous portray the social issues
people struggled with during the war as well as their different reactions to
war. Examining components such as characterization, language, and staging
in "I am alive” and "From Eighteen Months and Seven Days" reveals that
both works belong to the school of Realism.

Keywords: Realism, "I Am Alive", "From Eighteen Months and a Seven

Days", Masoumeh Abad, Shahla Abnous (Dinavizadeh)

Extended Abstract
Introduction

The history of a society is subject to changes due to political and social
events such as revolution, coup, war, etc., which not only change the mental

3 M.A. student of Persian Language and Literature, Shahed University, Email: er081na96@gmail.com
4 Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature. Shahed University. Corresponding author:
khalilollahi@yahoo.com
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and behavioral paths of the members of the society, but also have a
significant impact on their personal life. Since the subject of realist literature
IS society, its structure and issues, it is natural that writers and poets also deal
with such issues. By so doing, they try to uncover truth (Seyd Hosseini, 280:
2007). Writers of realist novels and stories have written and published many
works with the claim of telling the truth. As noted by Balzac, the work of the
novelist is to describe his society and show the different types in the society.
"In fact, the author is a historian of the habits and morals of his people and
community" (ibid.: 271).

Research Methodology

The current research is an analytic-descriptive research which makes use of
the concepts of the school of Realism and library sources.

Research Findings

Some of the characters of "I Am Alive" are typical, while the characters of
"From Eighteen Months and Seven Days" are normal characters in the
society. Furthermore, both authors have tried to stay away from imagination
and present realities of the society in simple language. Both authors have
tried to portray the events and scenes that they were involved in at that time
in a realistic way. Sometimes, they are forced to express the rare and painful
events that they witnessed during captivity, as reporters of the scenes and
events they observed. They have expressed the truth completely in a simple,
unadorned language without any imagination.
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