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Analysis of Elia Abu Madi’s Ode “Talasim ” Based on the Doctrine of
Existentialism
Mohammad Fatemimanesh?
DOI: 10.22080/RJLS.2022.21763.1247
Abstract
The purpose of this study is to investigate and analyze the Ode “Talasim”
(meaning puzzles/ riddles) by Elia Abu Madi, based on the teachings of the
school existentialism, a school of thought that influenced many
contemporary Arab poets — especially Elia Abu Madi — and shaped their
ideology. As such, this article tries to carefully analyze the Ode “Talasim”
in terms of themes of existentialism including death, absurdity, alienation,
anxiety, fear, feelings of futility and confusion, frustration and perplexity to
show the impact of this philosophy on the mind and thought of Elia Abu
Madi. The research method is descriptive-analytic, presenting analyses of
the themes of existentialism and explanations about Elia Abu Madi’s life
and the features of his Ode.
Keywords: Elia Abu Madi, Ode “Talasim”, Existentialism.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Existentialism or existential philosophy has greatly influenced Arabic poets
and poetry. One of the most important poets in this field is Elia Abu Madi,
whose main themes are philosophical reflections on matters such as death,
life, existence and non-existence. In fact, by raising such issues in an
attempt to discover the truth of existence, he has created novel poems in
this field, one of which is the Ode “Talasim” — which is very famous. Due
to the importance of this ode in highlighting his thoughts and ideology, in
this research, an attempt has been made to answer the following questions:
e From which premises of existential thought did the existentialist
features of the Ode “Talasim” originate?
e What are the foundations of the existentialist ideology in the Ode
“Talasim™?

In this research, the author will first provide a brief biography of Elia Abu
Madi, introducing the Ode “Talasim” and its characteristics. Afterwards he
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will analyze and study this ode based on the teachings of the school of

existentialism.

Research Methodology

The method of this research is descriptive-analytic. While analyzing and

examining the principles of existentialism in the Ode “Talasim”,

explanations about the life of Elia Abu Madi as well as the characteristics

of the Ode “Talasim” will be provided.

Research Findings and Conclusion

In fact, Elia Abu Madi, under the influence of thoughts of existential

philosophy, finds himself a captive and, simultaneously, a free individual;

he repeatedly points to his entanglement in the trap of his choices. On the

other hand, enduring poverty and displacement, the repeated loss of

brothers and sisters, as well as dealing with people who do not understand

his thoughts, drove him toward nihilistic thoughts and made him rethink

many issues and religious beliefs such as belief in God, death, and the

Afterlife. His doubts are most evident in the atheistic thoughts in the Ode

“Talasim™.

Funding

There is no funding support.

Authors’ Contribution

This study is done by Mohammad Fatemimanesh.

Conflict of Interest

Author declares no conflict of interest.

Acknowledgments

| am grateful to all the persons involved in scientific consulting of this

paper.

References

— Ahmed, Adel. (2013). "A Critical Study in the Ode of Talisman to the
Poet Ilya Abu Madi"; Journal of Arab Religions. Number ten.
September. 84-76.

— Al-Fakhouri, Hana. (1422). Comprehensive in the history of Arabic
literature (Hadith); Qom: Publications of Dhu al-Qirbi.

— Algebra, Jamil. (1992). llya Abu Madi; Beirut: Dar Al-Shorouk.

— Al-Ma'ush, Salem. (1997). llya Abu Madi between the East and the West
in Al-Rahla, Al-Tashrid, Al-Filsafah, Al-Sha'ariya; Beirut: Behsoon
Publishing Institute.

VY



— Al-Nauri, Jesus. (1977). Literature of the emigrant; Cairo: Dar Al-
Maaref.

— Amenkhani, Jesus. (2013). Existentialism and Contemporary Iranian
Literature; Tehran: Scientific Publications. (In Persian)

— Babaei, Parviz (2013). Philosophical schools from ancient times to the
present; Tehran: Negah Publications. (In Persian)

— Berhumi, Khalil (1993). Abu Madhi, the poet of question and beauty;
Beirut: Scientific Library.

— Camus, Albert. (No Data). Plague; Translated by Reza Seyed Hosseini,
Tehran: Niloufar Publications. (In Persian)

— Copleston, Frederick Charles. (2013). History of Philosophy .From Me
Dubiran to Sartre. Volume 9, translated by Abdolhossein Azarang and
Seyed Mahmoud Yousef Thani. Tehran: Scientific and Cultural
Publications. (In Persian)

— Hesampour, Saeed, Kiani, Hossein. (2011). "A Comparative Study of the
Enigma of Existence in the Thought of Omar Khayyam Neyshabouri and
Illya Abu Madi of Lebanon Based on the Eastern European School”;
Mobin Language Quarterly, Volume 2. Number 3, pp. 130-97. (In
Persian)

— Khafaji, Mohammad Abdul Moneim (1980). The story of Muhajri
literature; Beirut: Lebanese Library.

— Lavin, T.Z. (2005). From Socrates to Sartre (philosophy for all);
Translated by Parviz Babaei, Tehran: Negah. (In Persian)

— Mashayekhi, Hamidreza, Dehnavi, Mahmoud. (2011). "The
manifestation of nihilism in the poems of llya Abu Madi". Language
Season Quarterly. second year. Fourth issue. Pp. 253-229. (In Persian)

— Mirgaderi, Seyed Fazlollah, Dehghanian, Javad. (2007). "Love,
homeland and philosophy of existence in the poetry of llya Abu Madi";
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, Shiraz University, Volume
26. The second issue. Consecutive (51). Pp. 227- 241. (In Persian)

— Mirgaderi, Seyed Fazlullah (1999). "Effects of reflection in the works of
Illya Abu Madi"; Journal of the Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Tehran, Volume 150, pp. 367-328. (In Persian)



D

hld VOVAVD [as (VF+ ) Olias oy (05l (i (50553 ¢ 3l (SlaaSa sl 2ns

sy

— Nawali, Mahmoud (2000). Philosophies of Existentialism and
Comparative Existentialism; Tabriz: Tabriz University Press. (In
Persian)

— Popkin, Richard, Sterol, Avrum. (2010). Generalities of philosophy;
Translated by Seyed Jalaluddin Mojtabawi. Tehran: Hekmat Publishing
Institute. (In Persian)

— Qabani, Nizar. (2008). Characteristics of modern Arabic poetry
(contemporary Arabic poetry); Translated by Mohammad Reza Shafiei
Kadkani. Tehran: Sokhan Publications. (In Persian)

— Rahimipour, Safia. (2011). Examining and criticizing the attitude of llya
Abu Madi in Talasm; Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, M.Sc. Thesis. (In Persian)

— Rajaee, Najmeh. (2003). "The story of Sinbad according to the narration
of Nay and Bad"; Journal of Mashhad Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Year 36, Number 2 (141 consecutive), pp. 49-33. (In
Persian)

— Sartre, Jean Paul. (a). (1982). Existentialism and human originality,
Translated by Mostafa Rahimi, Tehran: Morvarid Publications. (In
Persian)

— Sartre, Jean Paul. (B). (No Data). What is literature? Translated by
Abolhassan Najafi and Mostafa Rahimi, Tehran: Zaman Publications. (In
Persian)

— Sartre, Jean Paul. (J). (No Data). You Are and You are Not, Translated by
Enayatullah Shakibapour, Tehran: Shahriar Publishing Institute. (In
Persian)

— Seyed hosseini, Reza. (2008). Literary schools Vol. 2, Tehran: Agah
Publications. (In Persian)

— Zahmati, Mohammad (2009). "Comparison of Abu Madi's Talisman
with Khayyam's Quatrains”. No. 92. pp. 42-44. (In Persian)

\vo



	1- مقدمه
	2- چهارچوب مفهومی
	3- تحلیل داده‌ها
	4- جمع‌بندی و نتیجه‌گیری
	پینوشتها

	منابع
	DOI: 10.22080/RJLS.2022.21763.1247
	Abstract

