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Abstract:
The subject of "evil" is one of the most important topics in theology and culture
and has appeared in the literature of different nations in different ways and through
variety of techniques. Rumi's works, as one of the greatest writers and thinkers of
the Islamic Middle Ages and Shakespeare’s, the great poet and writer of the
Renaissance, have given certain artistic aspects to this theology that are prone to
analysis and comparison, especially from a poetic point of view. The differences
in cultural, historical and religious origins between these two thinkers, of course,
have been effective in their techniques, in different conceptualizations, and have
been reflected in their works. In The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms, Cassirer
introduced the earlier forms of Kantian cognition into the field of analysis of
human culture and, using Hegelian historiography, began to formulate the forms
of the history of cognition that began with myth and reached higher forms of
religious, mystical, artistic and scientific cognition. For him, symbolism is the only
road map for the study of culture. Comparative studies, meanwhile, is a field of
fertility that can be aided by Cassirer's theoretical framework. The method of the
present research is descriptive-analytical and is based on Cassirer's theory of
"symbolic forms of cognition". Also, using his theory on the analysis of symbolic
structures in the form of narrative constructs, we try to show how allegorical and
tragic techniques in the concept of evil are shown in the stories of Moses and Al-
Khidr and Macbeth.
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Introduction

One of the major issues that has plagued philosophical and religious thought
as well as literature is the phenomenon of "evil". Although this conflict has
more or less continued in the modern era, it seems to have been broader in
classical thought and literature. Therefore, in many texts, understanding the
full meaning and theological and philosophical orientations of this concept
will depend only on referring to this fundamental issue.

Research Methodology

In this article, with a descriptive-analytical method and based on the
theoretical framework of symbolic forms of Cassirer’s cognition, and using
library tools and resources, electronic references, and related works, and
articles and books in Persian and English and reviewing and inferring from
them, the subject of evil in the story of Moses and Al-Khidr in Masnavi and
Macbeth by Shakespeare will be analyzed and compiled. Also, by analyzing
the role and position of the narrative and its elements, an attempt is made to
examine how the problem of evil is addressed in these two stories. Among
the views of various experts, the views of Ernest Cassirer explain the purpose
of this article well. To this end, his views on symbolic forms and their
relationship to the elements of the narrative are presented.

Research Findings

Allegory is the appropriate construction for the system of thought of
religious and sacred myths. Tragedy, although initially religious in origin,
was detached from its original foundations and reached a universal
expression in the Renaissance period. Mythological-religious thinking and
rationalist thinking each have their own conception of time, place,
personality, and human action. These two areas of thought have their own
formats and expressions. The main features of myth-religious thinking are
timelessness, impossibility, lack of action in its free sense, and the presence
of characters with predetermined and non-evolving characteristics. On the
other hand, in post-Renaissance humanist thought, time and place have an
objective and tangible character, and actions focus on a wide range of
possibilities. Personality also has a fluid and evolving character.
Conclusion

The concept of evil in mythological-religious thought, and specifically in the
story of Moses and Al-Khidr in Masnavi, is of a metaphysical type and has
an ontological character. But in the post-Renaissance thinking in Macbeth's
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story, the villain has a moral character, and his appearance depends on the

kind of choice that the characters in the play make. In Shakespeare's

Macbeth, evil is the product of human betrayal; That is, the result of

characters’ choice has nothing to do with their scope of existence. But in

Rumi's account of the story of Moses and Al-Khidr, before Al-Khidr explains

the reason for his actions - drilling a ship, rebuilding a ruined wall and killing

a child - Moses denounces his behavior on the basis of common moral

values. (Here we must pay attention to the difference between the realm of

faith and morality). In the realm of faith, because there is no reason, all that

exists is submission and obedience. An example of this realm can be seen in

the story of the prophet Abraham and the sacrifice of his son Ishmael. We

are confronted with questioning, condemnation, and admiration; and the

example of this is the story of Moses and Al-Khidr. He explains to Moses

that all of them become meaningful from the mystical point of view and the

guardianship that Al-Khidr is the manifestation of, and finally, because

Moses did not submit to the absolute spiritual guardianship of Al-Khidr, he

fails in that test.

The allegorical expression of evil in the story of Moses and Al-Khidr in

Masnavi and its tragic expression in Macbeth's play show Rumi and

Shakespeare's different perceptions of time, place, action and character and

the differences between Rumi's religious-mythological thought and

Shakespeare's postmodern rationalism.
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