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Abstract:

The idea of Modernity expresses the novelty of the present time following
the rupture with the past and at the same time acceptance of the near but
unknown future; what is reflected in dual approach of Forough Farrokhzad
to modernity is accepting and criticizing it. Forough Farrokhzad is one of
new Nima’i poets, who is considered the most modern contemporary poet
for certain reasons such as poetry format, language and expression, new
descriptions, report of a woman’s individual receipts of instinctive and love
relationships and special attention to the physical aspect of love,
individualism, humanism, equality, liberalism, socialism, global attitude
and so on, but on the other hand, she is also a critic of modernity and its
values in the aimless society of the 50s and 60s. This descriptive- analytical
article attempts to study Forough’s critical approach to modernity by
exploring the reasons and basics of this criticism in Forough’s poems. This
survey shows that Forough’s critical approach is mostly cultural, since in
her opinion the structural and cultural contexts of modernity are not still
provided within Iranian society and as a result, modernization policies of
the 60s have resulted in emergence of prescriptive and problematic
modernity. Accordingly, Forough, as the most modern intellectual of this
period, understands the tensions of this unbalanced society the most and
her works express a sense of insecurity, alienation and cultural frustration
in an incongruous traditional society that is experiencing a transitional
phase.
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Extended abstract:

1. Introduction

Forough Farrokhzad is one of the new Nima’i poets, who is considered the
most modern contemporary poet for certain reasons such as poetry format,
language and expression, new descriptions, report of a woman’s individual
receipts of instinctive and love relationships and special attention to the
physical aspect of love, individualism, humanism, equality, liberalism,
socialism, global attitude and so on, but on the other hand, she is also a
critic of modernity and it’s values in the aimless society of the 50s and 60s.
Although, perhaps this contradiction can be considered as a result of the
superficial, sudden and incongruous modernity of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi’s period, the most important features of which are the advent and
expansion of technology and unbalanced growth of cities and thereupon
alienation of the Iranian man in this noisy arena, but more than that, it must
be linked to the self- critical nature of modernism, which with a rebellious
spirit, fundamentally criticized everything, even itself.

2. Research Methodology

This research intends to study Forough’s critical approach and explore the
reasons and bases of this criticism in Forough’s poems with a descriptive-
analytical method. Data collection was done using reliable library resources
and documents.

3. Research Findings

This survey shows that Forough’s critical approach to modernity is mostly
cultural, because in her opinion the structural and cultural contexts of
modernity are not still provided in Iranian society and hence, Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi’s modernization policies have resulted in nothing but the
emergence of superficial and prescriptive modernity and the formation of
an incongruous society.

4. Conclusion

Forough lived in a period that Iranian society underwent extensive changes;
in fact, the Pahlavi era witnessed Iran being thrown into the world of
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modernity without the background of its development, historically,
politically, socially and culturally. This has caused our historical-cultural
structure to be based on an incongruous growth and simultaneous presence
of asynchronous phenomena. Forough as the most modern intellectual of
this period understands the tensions of this unbalanced society the most and
her works express a sense of insecurity, alienation, anonymity, and cultural
frustration facing a superficial and formal modernity. Thus we often see a
kind of cultural frustration in Forough’s poetry, which is mainly due to the
lack of modern attitude in society and the captivity of Iranian people in the
limit between tradition and modernity, which, of course manifests itself in
the form of an extreme and deviant approach to modernity. A spectrum of
the society is highly traditional and its main concern is heaven and hell. In
contrast, another spectrum is highly westernized and consumerist, which is
completely apparent in the abnormal behavior and devoid of thought
attitude of many pseudo-intellectuals and all human beings who have
limited modernity only to its technological aspects and are deprived of its
basic foundation.
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