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Abstract
"Commentary on Tuhfat al-lragayn" is a work by Gholam-Mohammad
Ghowsi, one of the Persian writers of the 12" century. Ghowsi has tried to
shed light on the important points of Khagani's poems by using scientific and
literary examples and existing definitions of the same period, which is the
reason why this book is considered to be one of the best commentaries of
Persian literature, and Ghowsi one of the great Persian writers of the twelfth
century. Expressing the delicacy of words, grammar, meanings, and
expressions will help researchers and students get acquainted with the
difficulties of the verses of "Tuhfat al-lragayn”. Ghowsi has written this
commentary on the verses of "Tuhfat al-lragayn" or the "Khatm al-Gharaeb"
by referring to the works of the predecessors and other written commentaries
on this book, as well as the works of great lexicographers and scholars such
as al-Farabi and Sadr ad-Din and lexicons such as Risalah Moayenat, Saheb
Sabbah, Hodud Sanjari, etc. Identification and emendation of these works —
in addition to recognizing their special status in literature — in order to
explain and interpret the difficulties of one of the important works in the
field of poetry, mysticism, and Sufism, are also of special significance in
explaining the scope of the Persian language in the field of poetry. The only
available copy of "Commentary on Tuhfat al-lragayn” by
Gholam-Mohammad Ghowsi is kept in the Bodleian Library of Oxford
University (writing date: 1124 (lunar calendar), copy number 61, row
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number 508). This research has been done in a deductive manner and
through textual analysis of the work.
Keywords: Ghowsi, Commentary, Tuhfat al-lragayn, Khatm al-Gharaeb,

Khagani, Manuscript.

Extended abstract
Introduction
The present study is an attempt to provide a reasoned and convincing answer
to the following questions: 1- Who is Mohammad Ghowsi? 2- What works
are left of him? 3- What is his method in "Commentary on Tuhfat
al-lragayn"? 4- What are the features of the critical text? 5- To what extent
will this version help solve the difficulties of the Masnavi of Tuhfat
al-lragayn by Khaghani? 7- To what extent have the meanings and concepts
of the verses of Tuhfat al-Iragayn in the 12th century changed and how have
they been described?
Research Methodology
The following research, in the introduction section of the discussed work,
has been done using library research methods. To introduce the manuscript
and the features of its description, a descriptive-analytical method is used in
a comparative style. The method of deductive correction is usually used
where there is only one copy of the work left, which is not very accurate and
solid. This means that corrections should be made in comparison with the
language and style of its specific period.
Research Findings
Findings suggest that in this work, Ghowsi has tried to explain the important
points of Khagani's poems with the use of scientific and literary examples
and existing definitions of the same period, and this is the reason why it is
considered to be one of the best explanations of Persian literature. Arabism,
many references to prophetic verses and hadiths, mentioning the sayings of
scholars and great lexicographers and literary scholars, the balanced use of
verbal and innovative techniques, the lack of punctuation marks and the
author's inaccuracy in writing phrases and words are some of the
characteristic features of this work.
1.1 Conclusion
Khagani is one of the greatest poets of Persian literature who has been
praised more than anything for his power of imagination and use of
imagery in his poems as well as his innovative use of novel similes and
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combinations. His poetry is technical and difficult, and it is important for
him to cultivate the form of expression more than the content, which is
mostly out of reach in expressive complexities. Praise of kings and political,
scientific and literary great minds, lamentation of the times, imprisonment,
asceticism and mysticism, and feasting and description of nature are among
the recurring concepts in Khagani's poems. The title of Tuhfat al-Iragayn,
which has long been applied to this work of poetry, is not its original name.
Some scholars, based on what is stated in the last sentence of the
introduction of some manuscripts, consider the original name of the book
as "Tuhfat al-Khawater va Zabdat al-Zamair", and consider this name to be
appropriate to the content of the poem, which contains many points of
Khagani's original thoughts and biography. Recognition of the oldest
available manuscript of the book in 593 AH?, which was written two years
before Khagani's death, shows that the original name of this Masnavi was
Khatm al-Gharaeb. This title is recorded in the first and last pages of this
version and, along with some other evidences, shows that this was the
original title of the book. Nothing for certain can be said about the reason
for the fame of this work. Perhaps Khaqgani’s own use of the word Tuhfah
or gift in several places in Masnavi, especially in the verse "Praise be to
God, this gift is not enough for Iraq and the Levant" (p. 248), inspired
others to use such a name, or as some researchers have said, this name
became famous because Khagani first introduced this work of poetry to the
Persian Iraq (a part of Iran including cities such as Kermanshah, Hamadan,
Isfahan and Ray, which were also called Jibal) and Khorasan to some poets
of the time such as Abdul-Razzaq Esfahani and then to the Arab Irag. The
simpler reason is that in this poem, the description of Khagani's trip to
Persian Irag and Arab Irag has been versified. In the published book of
"Tuhfat al-Iragayn”, the commentary of "Gholam-Mohammad Ghowsi", a
Sunni Muslim Persian writer and commentator, who in his work has
simultaneously paid attention to several versions and compared and
observed them, acquaints the reader more with the famous poet and genius
of the sixth century, because of having and presenting information from the
explanations of the predecessors and untying the literary points and terms
of this divan. With the help of this manuscript, readers will get to know an
unknown writer who is well versed in Persian and Arabic literary sciences.

1 Anno Hegirae
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Due to lack of a complete and comprehensive description of "Tuhfat
al-lragayn" in Iran, this work has not been introduced and published so far;
therefore, this valuable text needs to be added to the other published texts
on Khagani.
In general, this book, similar to the common method used in most works of
commentary on poetry and scientific analysis, has a mature prose that is
closer to the style of the later commentators than the early ones, and does
not have such difficult writing, long-windedness and resemblance to prose
of the Safavid era, and the distinctive features of that period are not seen in
it. Arabism, many references to prophetic verses and hadiths, mentioning of
the sayings of scholars and great lexicographers and literary scholars, the
balanced use of verbal and innovative techniques, the lack of punctuation
marks and the author's inaccuracy in writing phrases and words are some of
the characteristic features of this work.
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