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A Comparative Study of Similar Mythological Themes and Origins in

Iranian, Chinese and Scandinavian Myths
Alam, Mohammad!
Tadayyoni, Mansoureh?
Pakdel, Massoud?
Mansouri, Sima*

10.22080/RJLS.2022.23786.1323

Abstract
Mythological and historical evidence point toward cultural, social, political
and economic connections between the territories of Iran, China and
Scandinavia in the distant past. In addition, the study of cultural
interactions and similarities between the three countries — with certain
focus on mythological themes — is of great importance. Therefore, this
study aims to examine and analyze some of the mythological themes which
these three lands have in common. To this purpose, analytical and
comparative methods are used to answer the following question: Are there
similar mythological themes between the three territories of Iran, China and
Scandinavia? Findings of the article indicate that firstly, there are
mythological similarities between the tribal residents of these three lands
and secondly, the reasons for the similarity of mythological themes
between Iran, China and Scandinavia are three-fold: 1. historical: Scythians
lived between Iran and China and the three territories had developed trade
relations. Furthermore, in the Samanid period, Norse Scandinavians were
connected to Iranians through the fur trade. 2. Mythological: the mythical
land of the ancient peoples was undivided before the division of the world
by Fereydoun’s descendants. 3. Psychoanalytical: the collective
unconscious that people of these lands shared. By deciphering some of the
myths of the three nations, such as the wheel of these gods and their
switching bodies, it is found out that some myths of the three nations are
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complementary to other myths as if they are the lost pieces of a puzzle that,
if put together, form a whole.

Keywords: Myth, Common themes, Iran, China and Scandinavia
Extended Abstract

Introduction

Myth expresses the primitive thoughts of man in the distant past and as
such is a symbolic and sacred narrative that is inextricably linked to
religion, literature, identity and culture of human beings. Recognizing and
putting the myths of nations together help us identify common cultural
contexts among mythological nations and know the beliefs of ancient
peoples. Finding as many of these common ground as possible can be an
excuse for a constructively social and political dialogue with mythical
nations. This research uses an analytical-comparative method and is based
on library studies. Its purpose is to study the same principles in the
mythology of the three nations mentioned. The symbolic meaning of these
themes is also discussed in some of the similar themes among the three
myths, and the reason for the similarity of these themes from various
historical, mythological and psychoanalytic perspectives is discussed.
Assuming that there are similarities between gods and elements of nature in
Iranian, Chinese and Scandinavian mythology, the present study seeks to
answer the following questions: 1. what are the similar themes in Iranian,
Chinese and Scandinavian mythology? What are the reasons for such
similarities?

Research Methodology

Authors of this article attempt to comparatively study and analyses the
myths of Iran, China, and Scandinavia by using an analytical, comparative
method. Also, using the comparative method, authors will deal with the
mythological themes and similar origins in the myths of Iran, China, and
Scandinavia.

Research Findings

In the myth of the beginning of the creation of the three nations of Iran,
Scandinavia and China, there are three lands as the ruling centers at the
beginning of creation. Each of these three lands is a divine place. Another
common theme in these myths is that with death is a creature that life and
nature and creation and ultimately man is formed and created. In the
mentioned myths, Yamir in Scandinavia, Kiomers in Iran and Panguo in
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the myth of Chinese creation, play the same role. In the myth of the battle
of the gods with each other, we found that Hormozd and Ahriman, the sons
of Zarwan, are equal in the Persian myth with the great yellow god (Huang
Di) and the great god of flame in the myth of China and Balder and Hodder
in the Scandinavian myths. In Chinese and Scandinavian mythology, Hun-
don and Hodder, respectively, are gods whose names have common
features such as blindness and the similarity of the first part. The wheel of
the gods is reflected in the myth of the three nations. In these myths, the
Scandinavian tour is equivalent to Izad Soroush, the Persian seal and the
circling sun in Chinese myth.

Conclusion

The movement of the wheels of gods in the myths of the three nations is a
sign of the change of seasons. The myths about the wheel of the gods
happens as if these myths are missing pieces of each other. The four
immortal killer horses of 1zad Soroush and Mehr's carousel have a similar
function to the four dragons and two chariot goats in Chinese and
Scandinavian mythology. Examining these myths, we find that the Persian
Alborz Mountain and Tayshan Mountain in China and the Igdrazil tree in
Scandinavia are the realms of the dead in these three civilizations. The
Scandinavian Odin exhibits acts that can be considered as the counterpart
of the Persian Mithras and the Chinese Riding Sun. Findings suggest that
among the mythical birds, the Persian Simorgh, the Chinese ping and the
Scandinavian eagle are closely connected. Simorgh and Peng are in contact
with the sea and are so gigantic that they create a storm as they rise. Loki
and Tiazi in Scandinavian mythology and Yuchiang in Chinese mythology
form a bird. Simorgh is also a bird that has human characteristics. After
matching the myths about the mythical trees of the three nations, it was
found that the mythical trees of Igdrazil in Scandinavia and Vistobish in
Iran and the fu-stone tree in China are similar; therefore, it can be
concluded that the Farakhkart Sea, the Mimir Sea and the East China Sea
all refer to a single mythical sea. Researchers believe that the turmeric tree
in Iran and the CN tree in China, based on the addresses in the Shahnameh
and common mythological motifs, also point to a single tree that has had
different names in Iran and China and is similar to the Scandinavian
Igdrazil tree: from these mythical trees, the elixir of immortality, the gum
of honey and the drink of honey are obtained for healing and divination.
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We also found that there are close similarities between Simorgh and Odin,
and Simorgh and Derna. Regarding the fertility gods, it became clear that
the green bull in the myth of China and the god Tishter in Iran and the tour
in Scandinavia are symbols of rain, and have a similar role in the myths of
the three nations, and probably only the second body of the myth of
Tishter; That is, the body of a cow entered the land of China and appeared
as a green cow in Chinese mythology. About the replacement of the
fertility god in the three myths, although these replacements seem to be
related to the motion of the planets, it is not unlikely that it originated from
a Zoroastrian belief in the material form of finding celestial beings.
Extensive research is needed in this area. Three historical, mythological,
and psychological causes can be considered for these identical
mythological themes.
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