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Abstract
Realism refers to the specific literary current of the nineteenth century
which is also used as a style of storytelling. Realism reflects life, as much
as possible, in the world of fiction. Instead of dramatizing or making the
story more romantic, literary realism tries to tell it as realistically as
possible. Many features of the school of realism are also evident in the
works of the first generation of Iranian novelists, including Simin
Daneshvar. As the first Iranian female novelist, Daneshvar has written
three novels called "Savushun”, "Island of Wandering" [Jazire-ye
Sargardani] and "Wandering Cameleer [Sareban-e Sargardan]. The aim of
this research is to examine the details and elements in the novel and to
deduce its exact aspects to discover their realistic components and how
they are adapted according to the social reality. In the present article, an
attempt has been made to reflect on the components of realism in the
fictional works of Daneshvar, in the two sections of sociopolitical,
economic and cultural issues of Iran and the personal life of the author. In
these stories, features such as the use of slang (appropriate for social class),
accurate staging and realistic characterizations are examined. Attention to
the abovementioned points has led Daneshvar to be known as a realist
writer; an author who in her works has depicted the individual and social
life of Iranians in decades of Iranian history.
Keywords: Realism, Story, Social Reality, Simin Daneshvar, Savushun.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
One of the most important branches of the school of realism is literary
realism, in which fictional literature emerges. This field has been the
subject of many works of world literature. In Iran, several examples of this
school have emerged in fiction. Each of these works has a special literary
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and historical significance. Numerous writers in Iran have followed realism
and its principles in their works to the extent that even the emergence of
new fiction in Iran has been associated with realism. In this regard, the
examination of the effects and components of realism in the fictional works
of Iranian writers will clarify important points about the literary level and
historical value of each literary work and play an important role in
analyzing the personal style of writers. "Modern fiction is an immigrant
which has not lived in this land for more than a hundred years. Of course,
this period is not a short period in the history of literature, especially since
this period is considered as one of the most important periods in
contemporary history due to significant changes in the field of society,
culture and literature” (Mir Abedini, 2007).: 7). Realism has emerged,
more than any other school of literature, not only in the realm of Iranian
fiction but also in the world of fiction. Iranian fiction, from its earliest
examples, shows the authors' attention to realism in the structure of their
novels and stories. With the formation of the Constitutional Revolution and
its subsequent changes and the main attention to the role and function of
the mission and social commitment of the literary work, realism became
the focus of most writers. Critical realism of the constitutional period and
beyond, with the spread of socialist ideas, gradually became to some extent
inclined to Iranian socialist realism, and many writers, especially in the
twentieth century, wrote most of their stories influenced by its teachings.
Daneshvar is undoubtedly one of the most capable female novelists
in Iran, who had been writing for about seven decades and had been
exposed to political, cultural and literary developments during these long
years. During a noticeable time of her life, she was with her spouse, Jalal
Al-Ahmad, and the presence and influence of these two people in the
context of the literary and intellectual currents of their time is
unforgettable. All these factors have caused her life to have its own
characteristics that are one of a kind. Meanwhile, Simin Daneshvar has
created her fictional works based on the rules of realism as an lIranian
female novelist. From this point of view, most of the main components of
the school of realism have been reflected in Daneshvar's works, and she
was able to present these elements in her works in an artistic form with her
writing skills. Characterization, description, language and theme in
Daneshvar's fictional works follow the components of realism. Examining
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each of these elements in her works and explaining the similarities of the
elements of this school in her works show that the school of realism has a
special effect on Iranian fiction and the characteristics of realist fiction in
Iran can be accurately studied through a scientific method. In the process of
development, life and thoughts of Daneshvar, there is a kind of balance and
cautious attention to issues that can also be derived from her expedient and
conservative mentality. However, the works of this author can be a mirror
to the whole society in specific periods.
Research Methodology
The method of this research is descriptive-analytic. We intend to examine
the details and elements in the novel and deduce precise aspects to discover
their realistic components and the way they are adapted to social realities.
Research Findings
Among the components of realism, characterization, description, language
and realistic themes are more prominent in Daneshvar's works, which are
studied and explained. Realistic characterization: Daneshvar has
experienced two types of life from two different classes, but she had always
been acquainted with the educated, intellectuals and great men of science
and literature. These class experiences have influenced the works and
characters of her stories, as she herself says. "I have experienced both
wealth and poverty. | know how easily the former can corrupt a person and
the latter is terrifying. | know how easily poverty dries up the source of
genius".
Realistic description: What is certain is that Daneshvar chooses the
characters of her stories from whatever classes they belong to, people from
far and near. In Savushun, for example, the descriptions of officers and
personalities are realistic.
Realistic language: Daneshvar's stories are told in simple and clear
language, and they also are free from complexity and literary craft. To
narrate the story, she uses slang terms, interpretations and proverbs and
approaches prose in the language of the audience. As a result of her
tendency for clear expression in her fiction, language has a referential
function in the first place. Daneshvar avoids virtual descriptions and
instead relies on objective and direct recording of events. Characters in
Daneshvar's story speak the street language, which makes the story, to a
certain degree, real and natural. In the following examples, Daneshvar has

YVY



D
hld VFO-IVA a1 F+ ) Oliall conetons (Sl (o (50353 53] SlariSa 0l ins’,
iy
used slang terms and proverbs: In Savushun, e.g., Zari turns to prayer,
vows and needs in the hope of achieving her heart's desires.
Theme: Although Savushun is narrated from the perspective of a woman,
the story of this woman and the adventures that take place in her house are
linked to the story of the people and the country of Iran. The theme of
Savushun is also multidimensional. It tells about both women's issues and
the national and liberation struggles.
Display of the author's own personality: The lives of heroes are an excuse
to express themselves, and Daneshvar, in fact, tries to turn her personal "I"
into "She". As a fictional character, she created a story based on the reality
of social life from the heart of memory and history.
Reflection on the lives of real characters: Daneshvar herself confesses: "In
Savushun, | knew that Ms. Mesihad was inspired by my mother, and Dr.
Abdullah Khan was a diagram of my grandfather that | had never seen.
Simin Daneshvar represents events artistically and at each stage of the
discussion, shows signs of realism in a way that the possibility of being
imaginary or unreal is removed from the reader's mind. The result of this
effort is that components such as characterization, detailed description of
events, the use of conversational prose in writing, and especially topics
such as poverty, oppression and discrimination among people and
oppression of women have a high frequency and are among the most
painful components which are considered realistic. In Daneshvar's fiction,
most of the characters are real and have been selected from the community
around them, and their attraction is due to the author's power to express
their life story, rather than doing imaginary works.
Conclusion
Realism not only is in the realm of Iranian fiction but it is also emerging in
the fictional literature of the world more than other literary schools. From
the very first example of its literature, Iranian fiction shows the authors'
attention to realism in the structure of their novels and stories. In the form
of the Constitutional Revolution and its consequences, due to the role and
function of social mission in literary work, realism was considered by some
writers. In the meantime, Daneshvar, as a female novelist in Iran, has
created her fictional works with an emphasis on the image of realism. From
this point of view, most of the main components of the school of realism
have been reflected in Daneshvar's works, and Daneshvar was able to
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present these elements in her works in an artistic form with her writing
skills. Characterization, description, language and the theme in Daneshvar's
fictional works follow the examples set by realistic authors. Daneshvar
represents the events artistically and at each stage of the discussion, she
shows signs of realism in a way that the possibility of being imaginary or
unreal is removed from the reader's mind. The result of this effort is that
components such as characterization, detailed description of events, the use
of conversational prose in writing, and especially topics such as poverty,
oppression and discrimination among people and oppression of women
have a high frequency and are among the most painful components, which
are considered realistic. In Daneshvar's fiction, most of the characters are
real and have been selected from the community around them, and their
attraction is due to the author's power to express their life story, not to do
imaginary work. Daneshvar, while presenting the scenes of the story, gives
information to the reader to acquaint him better with the atmosphere of the
story and to accompany him. Daneshvar has used the people around her
like materials as an effective tool to reflect the social world in the world of
fiction and provide a copy and image of social reality, and tell the story in a
simple, fluent, clear and free language. She has narrated the complexity and
literary crafts and has used slang terms, words, interpretations and proverbs
to narrate the story. Examining each of these elements in the works of
Daneshvar and explaining the similarities of the elements of this school in
her works shows that the school of realism has a special effect on Iranian
fiction and Daneshvar's works. Also, it can be accurately characterized,
classified and analyzed by the characteristics of realist fiction in Iran.
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