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Abstract

Over the past decades, the feminist movement has been a point of controversy,
especially in the fields of literary creation and criticism. One of the most
prominent feminist literary critics is Hélene Cixous, who is mostly famous for
her postmodern concept of écriture feminine. The present article first
elaborates on four main features of Cixousian feminist postmodernism and
écriture feminine: deviations from logical norms, poeticality and
defamiliarization, anti-representationalism, and other-consciousness. The
results of the study show that contrary to common misconceptions, écriture
féminine is not exclusive to the works of female writers and that the works of
creative male writers. Then, Bijan Najdi’s short story “The Day of Horsepouring”
will be analyzed in the light of the similarities between feminism and
postmodernism. This story has been chosen because it is unique in terms of
form, narrative structure, content, and postmodern themes, which can be
interpreted based on postmodern feminism. The results also demonstrate that
Najdi’'s unconventional and creative writing style can be considered as a prime
example of écriture feminine in contemporary Persian literature.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Over the past years, addressing feminism
has caused a lot of controversies in both
academic and social domains due to the
social, political and religious implications
of the question of women’s rights. The
situation exacerbates when feminism is
juxtaposed with postmodernism or
poststructuralism as the collocation
“postmodernist feminism” evokes such
concepts as lesbianism, hatred of men, and
alienation from the society. Now, the
central question is whether these
speculations and allegations are valid or
they stem from a fallacious understanding
of postmodernist feminism.

One of the concepts closely related to
“postmodernist feminism” is “écriture
féminine,” first introduced by Helene
Cixous, the French writer and critic, in an
essay called “The laugh of the Medusa.”
One of the most glaring fallacies regarding
this theory is that the majority of Iranian
scholars assume écriture feminine can be
materialized only in the works of female
writers, in works which address women’s
problems and issues, or in works which
represent women as their heroines. This
paper first introduces the main features of
écriture feminine and then traces them in
Bijan Najdi’s short story “The day of
housepouring”. The current study also
attempts to find out whether écriture
feminine can be traced in the works of
male writers like Najdi.

2. Theoretical Framework
Motherhood is one of Cixous’s favorite
concepts which has been frequently
addressed in “The laugh of the Medusa.”
Cixous considers the generator of écriture
feminine as a mother who writers in a
creative and deconstructive manner.
Motherhood is basically other-oriented,
and pregnancy takes place only as a result
of an intercourse with the male other.
Thus, motherhood makes sense only if an
other - i.e., the child - comes into being.
According to Cixous, for a literary text to
reject the phallus, it should first recognize
the existences and rights of the other. This
paper contends that other-consciousness,
anti-representationalism, emphasis upon
the unconscious, and poeticism are the
main features of écriture féminine. It goes
without saying that these items are all
interrelated, without any clear-cut
distinction between them.

3. Research Findings

The results of the study show that Najdi's
short story “The day of housepouring,”
despite being authored by a male writer,
can be said to showcase écriture feminine
as it employs all the above-mentioned
features of the style.

4. Conclusion

This paper can pave the way for the
emergence of similar studies regarding the
writing style of other male postmodernist
Iranian writers such Houshang Golshiri,
Shahriar =~ Mandanipour, and Reza
Ghassemi.
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