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Abstract

Feminine aesthetics is, in essence, opposed to traditional aesthetics with a gendered
hierarchy. Although this aesthetics, since the beginning of its emergence from the
eighteenth century, has adopted changing policies and critical views, and passed
from dual identity to multiple identity with the transition to post-feminism, it is still
in the position of questioning. One of its manifestations is poetry. In Iran, at the same
time as the paradigm shift of the constitutional era, the aesthetics of Persian poetry
underwent a fundamental change. Following the wave of awareness-raising about
women's rights, the quantity and quality of women's poetry also underwent a serious
transformation. As the female poets -as political elites- opened a new chapter in this
new discourse, in contrast to the centuries-old tradition of Persian poetry, they
created a special aesthetics. One of these women is Zhaleh Qaem Maqami, the first
poet of the late Qajar and Pahlavi eras who spoke about women's rights, criticized
the gender hierarchy, challenged, with humorous language, the dominant aesthetic
tradition and reversed the hierarchy. It was one of the targets of feminist critics and
philosophers. This research, by means of qualitative content analysis on samples
selected from the collection of her poems, examines the dominant feminist aesthetic
manifestations in her poetry, including confrontational-critical manifestation,
counseling, body consciousness, philosophy, and the paradox of despair and hope.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Jaleh Qaem Magami is the first poet whose
collection of poems focuses on the subject
of women. She has an obvious distance
from the populist tradition of the classical
Persian poetry, and her voice of opposition
and protest can be heard from all over the
world. It is based on her experience in life
about the deeply destroyed identity of
women. To show this, she uses a special
aesthetic to protest against the superiority
of a gender. She uses the power of his
creativity to challenge power relations and
tries to provide an unconventional
definition of her individual and social
identity. However, since this self-
awareness has not deepened over time,
the reaction to this degraded identity is a
confrontational and possibly aggressive
one.

2. Research Methodology

This research, by analyzing the qualitative
content of samples selected from Jale
Qaem Magqgami’s collection of poems,
examines the dominant feminist aesthetic
manifestations in her poetry, including
confrontational-critical manifestation,
counseling, body consciousness,
philosophy, and the paradox of despair
and hope.

3. Research Findings

Ghaem Maghami's poetry is an arena of
confrontation between two discourses,
and basically the aesthetic basis of her
poetry is formed by double
confrontations. A confrontation that arises
from her personal experience and extends
to the realm of gender confrontation. This
aesthetic, which is influenced by the
dominant aesthetic of constitutional

literature; It focuses on only one of the
common themes of poetry of that era,
namely, the issue of women and the
inequalities  resulting from gender
discrimination. Jaleh's poetry, like the
whole of constitutional poetry, is a
rebellious and aggressive poem in the face
of the new intellectual spaces that were
created under the influence of Western
culture in Iran. Although he has tried to
use generalized themes, her
phenomenological approach to life and
interpersonal relationships has given her
less opportunity to generalize to her
poetry. Her poetry is a combination of
traditional and modern perspectives.

4. Conclusion

She is the first poet to have such a novel
encounter with the category of gender,
woman and man. Both body and soul are
precious in his view, so that eventually
man and woman converge in the essence
of humanity. Her poetry is a mixture of the
paradox of strength and weakness, and
limitation and freedom; a freedom full of
hopes for bright days for the women of her
land.
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