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Abstract

“The Story of Siavash” has a special validity in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The deep
meanings and high capacities of this story are so that it has attracted the
attention of many scholars of Persian culture, language and literature. From this
point of view, valuable critiques and reviews have been obtained. Mostafa Rahimi,
a prominent intellectual and translator of his time, also wrote an article entitled
"The Story of Siavash, an allegory of the greatness and catastrophe of morality",
in which he looked at this story more from the perspective of moral evaluations.
On the other hand, considering that Rahimi was one of the best translators of
Sartre's works, in criticizing “The Story of Siavash”, like his other fiction and
research works, Sartre's existentialist ideas have been observed. The purpose of
this study is to describe and explain the existentialist attitude of Rahimi to “The
Story of Siavash” with reference to the mentioned article and other works of this
author. The method of this research is based on describing, explaining and
analyzing the library works and articles. During the revision of this article and
considering Rahimi's ideas in his other works, the similarity and conformity of his
views on “The Story of Siavash” with the main components of existentialism have
been observed. the components of existentialism include the primacy of
existence over nature, the necessity of necessity, the emphasis on human
freedom in the choice of progressive possibilities, the creativity of man, universal
human responsibility, apprehension, personal originality or existentialist
morality, the impending death, and most importantly the commitment of
literature. Based on the mentioned findings, this research has shown Mostafa
Rahimi's existentialist reading of “The Story of Siavash”.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The story of Siavash has a special validity
in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The deep
meanings and high capacities of this story
have attracted many scholars of Persian
culture, language and literature. From this
point of view, valuable reviews have been
done. Mostafa Rahimi, a prominent
intellectual and translator of his time,
known as the translator of Sartre's works
in Iran, has looked at this story with an
unprecedented view. He wrote an article
entitled "The Story of Siavash: An Allegory
of the Greatness and Catastrophe of
Morality", which has looked at this story
through the lens of moral evaluations. On
the other hand, considering that Rahimi
was one of the best translators of Sartre's
works, in criticizing “The Story of Siavash”,
like his other fiction and research works,
Sartre's existentialist ideas have been
observed.

This study seeks to show the adaptation of
Mostafa Rahimi to the existentialist ideas.

2. Research Methodology

In this paper, the research method was
based on describing, explaining and
analyzing the data obtained through
library research.

3. Research Findings

According to the findings of this article,
and considering the other works of
Mostafa Rahimi, it can be found that his
view of “The Story of Siavash” is based on
the existentialist components. These
components include the primacy of
existence over nature, the unnecessary
human possibility, the emphasis on human
freedom in the choice of progressive
possibilities, the creativity of man,
universal human responsibility,
apprehension, personal originality or

existentialist morality, the impending
death, and most importantly the
commitment of literature;.

4. Conclusion

This study, by describing and explaining
Mostafa Rahimi's point of view in the
article "The Story of Siavash: An Allegory of
Greatness and Moral Catastrophe”,
conducted an existentialist reading of the
story. “Kavous imposes his father”, is an
allegory of the possible existence and
unnecessary human possibility. Since the
lands of light and darkness are not
absolute (the land of light contains Kavous
and Soodabeh, and the land of darkness
includes Farangis and Piran).,, the
historical and spatial determinism of man
is also not absolute. Siavash is nothing at
first. However, after being educated by
Rostam, he recognizes himself, rises in the
court of Kavous and, being aware of the
freedom and opportunities ahead, realizes
his plan and chooses to adhere to personal
ethics and originality and take
responsibility for the choice. In practice,
he introduces himself as the moral man of
the Shahnameh. At the request of
Soodabeh (symbol of untrained instincts)
and the decree of Kavus (symbol of
domineering power) who call him treason,
breach of contract, betrayal and self-
deception can be observed. He disobeys
and builds the foundation of his freedom.
Siavash is both the beloved prince of the
Iranians and the heroine raised by Rostam.
He can easily overcome both obstacles.
However, he is a man of morality and a
proponent of personal originality. To
maintain his autonomy, he fled from Iran
to Turan, which has been interpreted as a
land of darkness, to enter the realm of
freedom. The bad point is that, going to
the land of darkness is not an escape, it is
the same as innocence. He knows very well
that there is no known world beyond
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Turan and it there is no color darker than
black. Since he is aware of his death, he
uses this awareness as a possibility to take
advantage of the opportunity he has for
happiness and preservation and enjoying
his personal originality. Hence, he turns to
the construction or creation of
"Siavashkerd / Siavashgard" and "Gangde;j"
to change both nature and man in the light
of creation and building cities free from
impurity. However, in that "alien" land
there is only one who understands the
pain. This loneliness is an allegory of
human vanity. Siavash makes an absolute
of moral principles that he is not willing to
deviate from at any cost. The sinister and
unhealthy society of Turan and self-
deceived Iranians, however, cannot paint
Siavash's healthy and noble soul, destroy

Sources in English

Aidenloo, S. (2009). Siavash Masih (AS) and
Kaykhosrow: A comparative study,
Journal of Literary Research, 23, pp.
9-44.

2. Amnokhani, I. (2013). Existentialism and
contemporary Iranian literature,
Tehran: Scientific Publication.

Islami Nodooshan, M. A. (1997). The life and
death of heroes in the Shahnameh,
7" eds., Tehran: Nashr-e Athar.

Bahar, M. (2006). Several inquiries into
Iranian  culture, Tehran: Myth
Publishing.

Hosseini, M. (2017). World literary schools,
Tehran: Fatemi Publications.

Khaleghi Motlagh, J. (2018). A theory of
Siavash’s Mother’s Identity: Long
speeches, by Ali Dehbashi, Tehran:
Dr. Mahmoud Afshar Publications
in collaboration with Sokhan
Publications.

him, and thus a catastrophe ensues that
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